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O'U'were N ban tio le to appcint de ww ile 


bigheſt office of this City; an honour of which I ſhall 
"OP retain a "moſt grateful remembrance. 


I Ahle of my 4 no ow led ment cannot be paid i in gratitude: 


IJ eſteem! ita duty: at al times to entertain, and, whenever neceſ- N 
faty, to expreſs in the moſt public manner my ſenſe of that great 


mark of Your confidence.: and I think myſelf alſo ACCOUNTABLE 


to You for my conduct, in all Publie matters, during the conti- 5 


nuance of that office. 


It hath happened that a very nister ad: a very fingular raab 
action hath marked the; MAYORALTY in which I ſerved. 


Give me leave, Gentlemen, to aſſure You that my own heart = 
perfectly approves my whole dot in that matter, notwith- 


ſtandin the many ſevere reflections ] have endured. 


If T could:fiibmit to thoſe reflections ſo far as they: regarded 
- myſelf, yet i it becomes rie to kingieate Your magiſtrate -t is not 


proper that the Lord: Mayor of London” dul be condemned, 


where ke i is innocent: 


Nor can I while a perſect j ation of every ſtep! that I 1597 | 


taken is fo eaſily in my power, ſuffer a blot to remain upon that 
Year of the City's, Adminiſtration —a City, amongſt it's man 

 6ther pre-eminent diſtinctions, at all times heretofore diſtinguiſhed 
by the exemplary « conduct of its Chief Magiſtrates. 

For my own part when I conſider the great importance, as well 

as dignity of that high office; hem Treflect upon the: many qua- 


iications requiſite to the fill ling it, 0 cannot be Pima. to my own 
9 ; | 
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erſuade de myſelf, tis no error in me to ſuppoſe, the - 
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But this is no new hone] in me: 1 
1 entertained the ſame high ſenſe of that office, and the ſame 
humble opinion of myſelf, when I firſt entered upon it; and my 
reſolution was to atone for thoſe defects, By care, attention, and 
integrity. | 8 
Theſe are in every man $ 2 and are better than all the 
qualifications i in the world. 
To that reſolution I ſteadily adficted, ond koped by it it to hav 
25 if not 9 at . 3 e this 1 ** 
office. 
But I found my error: 

No conduct can ſecure the perſon from e wha! happens 
to become the ſubject of the popular voice: but though nothing 
can ſecure ſuch a man from cenſure, it will be eaſy for him who 
| has not deſerved it to vindicate himſelf; and bog? in his power, 
it becomes his duty. That) 
: This, Gentlemen, is the al I have of my poli Criditida: TH þ| 
and in conſequence of this, I take the liberty of making py ad- —_ 

dreſs to You. | _ 
But before I proceed to the red, relation, permit me, to 
declare the true reaſons of my delaying it fo long. pes, 


T he Tryal of Elizabeth Canning (from the ſentence upon whoſe 8 © 
accuſation I aſſiſted in reſcuing the innocent Convict) was yet dee. 
f pending; and I well knew the . my n muſt have cit 


ainſt her. 
I choſe therefore to diſpenſe with the 3 injuries my ſilenee © coun- i 
tenanced, rather than purſue a remedy at her expence. 
But now that reſtraint is at an end, and I can ſpeak with free 
f dom, I ſhall ſtate my whole conduct, and my motives to it, with 
that obſervance of truth, and with that Plainneſs, it becomes n me ; 
to ſ] peak before You. 


In the February Seffior ons of my MAYORALTY, Mary Squires, an 
4 infirm old woman, a travelling pedlar, and ſaid to be one of tze 
people, called Gypſies, was tried for the robbery of Elizabeth | 
Canning, on the 2d of January, of her ſtays, in the houſe of Su- | E 
 fannah Wells, and of having afterwards confined her in a dark 
room, almoſt without ſuſtenance ; from which ſhe leaped after 
a month. —— 
The ſtory was, that this Girl had SHEN robbed in Moor fields, 
thence dragged eleven miles in a fit by the two men who had 
* robbed her, to the houſe of this Welli, and there further ſtripped 
' © and confined in this manner by Squires. 
This is the purport of the ſtory, a ſtory too well known to 
need any repetition : : I have no defire to repreſent it otherwiſe 


than 
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than as it ſtands; nor could I, by otherwiſe repreſenting it, ren- 
| der it more contradictory to W 
HFlowever upon the credit of this Girl's relation, confirmed by 
the evidence of one Virtue Hall (a lodger f in the houſe) this poor 
woman was condemned. 


Let none ſuppoſe it a reflection on a Court that ſhe was ſen- 


tenced, yet innocent Courts are compoſed of men: and men 


can only judge by what they are told— 


reſpect to one another. 
The unhappy object of this ſentence was indeed convided, if 


I may be allowed the expreſſion, in the minds of men, before 
ſhe was tried. 
Some dulden, though perhaps good, men, had received the 
ſtory as the Girl related it, they pitied her, and purſued uncom- 

mon means to raiſe towards her the pity of others. 


The news-papers were full of this miraculous tale, hand-bills 


N driver) diſperſed, and the truth of it openly atteſted under 
the hands of thoſe who did not, who could not, know ny thing 
of the matter. 
Ih) heir public atiefharions raiſed edit to the ſtory; ſubſcrip- N 
tions were ſet on foot, and charity itſelf proſtituted to their zeal. 
I Will yet ſuppoſe that thoſe men acted only inconſiderately, 8 
without foreſeeing that every ſtep taken towards exciting that 
compaſſion muſt veceſſacily. excite equal. POS againſt the 0 
perſon accuſed. 
--— Bat, all circumſtances hen 9 ſurely no poor creature 
ever belore appeared at the Bar, more perfectly deprived of the 
mercy of che law, which Freunden guilt in no one before con- 
: viction. 5 x; 
The great care hich was taken by the 5 Fades whe 
tried her, to remove (if poſſible) the effects of that prejudice 
from the minds of the jury, ſhewed his abhorrence of the means 
made uſe of to create it, and his juſt apprehenſians of its con- 
ſequences. - 
I may now ſay * "TRE what I declared at that time 


1 doubted the whole ſtory, and was difſatisfied with the | 


verdict. 


Were it neceſſary, I might juſtify myſelf, by declaring I was 
not the only Perſon upon that honourable bench who doubted : 


I could upon this occaſion call upon the names of ſeveral others 
to give authority to my {uſpicions. | 


= : 


Francis Roberts, F B 
Thomas Myles, bomes Þ = 
John Marſhall, Edward Lyon. 
Robert Gerrard, 


The Almighty who 
| ſees the heart, has not given to human creatures that power with 
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But I ſeck no foreign ſanction to what I have done : 1 judg ny 
as a man, and I might be miſtaken ; and knowing, this I add 
cautiouſly. | 

Beſides the IM ROBABILI y of the ſtory, many other — * con- 
ſpired to make me think a further 1 inquiry neceſſary amongſt 
which were, the antecedent REI U DICE in mens minds, the oui- 
AGES of the mob preventing that ſolemn and ſacred freedom 
which ſhould attend upon all trials, and the conTranictory 
EVIDENCE given upon this: and as this trial happened i in a court 
wherein J had the honour to prefide, 1 thought it a * in me 
to make that inquiry. 

I have thus, Gentlemen, given You the occaſion of my doubts, 
and the reaſons of my. ſucceeding conduct; I ſhall n roceed 
to lay before You the ſteps I took for the removing thoſe * 


eions, or confirming them. 


There appeared upon the l two perſons from 8 
very remote Town, who atteſted that the woman, accuſed of: this 
was; £ was at that place, with her ſon and daughter, at the 
time when it was faid to have been committed; and that 
hy ſtayed at the houſe. of one of the witneſſes, who keeps an 
inn there, for nine days. 
If what they ſwore was falſe, 'twas eakily detected, and if true, 
this Woman could not be gullty: 
And there appeared no cauſe to e that 1 8 
men ſhould come above 100 miles to forſwear chemſelves o on be- 
half of this miſerable object. | 
I confeſs I believed them, and therefore diredied Mr. Ford to | 
write the following Letter to the Miniſter of that Town, then an 
entire ſtranger to me, but whoſe acquaintance now I cannot too 
: much eſteem, | | 


To the Miniſter of Abbotſbury, in Dorſetſhre. 
& 8 IR, 


—ᷣ4 Am nd with the command of my FE Mayor, and in his preſence L 

write to you upon the following occaſton, _ 

At this preſent Seſſion Mary Squires, an old gy ypſey, was convided of tHobing 

Elizabeth Canning on the 2d of January laſt, at Zndfeld in Middleſex: 

The principal witneſſes in ſupport of the proſecution were Canning herſelf, and 

« one Virtue Hall, who gave poſitive evidence againſt her. 

in her defence, John Gibbons and William Clark of your pariſh as poſitively at- 

«© teſted, that ſhe, with her ſon George and daughter Lucy, came there the 1ſt of 

6 January, quartered at Gibbons's houle, and ſtayed there till the gth, ſelling lawns, 

hand kerchiefs, cheques, and the like. 

46. The convict is fo very remarkable, 'tis as -impoſlible that any of the witneſſes 

can be miſtaken in her perſon, as that their different accounts can be true, | 
* „„ % She 


* 


0 


ey 


3 


1 


(50 


ce She! is at leaſt 70, tall, and ſtoops; her face is long and meagre, her noſe very 
ec karge. her eyes very full and dark, her complexion en Wan and her 

under. lip of a prodigious e. TC 16115 | 

% Where the perjury lies is a queſtion, You, Sir, by enquiry | in your parith, may 
« eaſiiy reſolve ; the facts ſworn to by your n being ſuch, as muſt be no- 
© torivuſly true, or notoriouſly! falſe.” 


„Ih true, God forbid. .the ſhould after, and, it falſe, thoſe men ought not to eſcape 


* - with | impunity. 


„The end of e this Ta! Gryies with ic fo good an (excuſe for the trouble i it may 
<6 give you tis needleſs to add to it. 


80 If there is the life of a fellow- creature in one ale: there | is the 3 of a 
« young girl ih the other; whoſe ſuffer ings, if real, deſetve univerſal pity. 


„The ſacred function you bear is a ſecurity to his Lordſhip for Four humanity, 
« and ycur juſtice. _ 


1 your account, 
and Clark: * Lam, W g Hg 


« Your Es bumble ſervant, 


8 


London, 24 Teb. I 75 3. 


x 
4 'f 


66 T. . 0 RD: * 
beat to direckt to oe, in Aurum. 5 


5 


= 0 this Better that boy Divine was ; pleaſed. to return the 


e Anſwer, 


F » 


vo 3. % 4 15 „OA | 


2 0. M. Ford, in „ Alermandary, London. 


| 4% 


letter, would have obliged me to have anſwered it ſooner had I been at home. 


ac But, I ſpent. the laſt week with a friend a few miles off, and did not return till 


I find that ſince your writing ſeveral of my neighbours have = 
joined in an affidavic fully deſcribing the perſon of Mary Squires, and proving der 


« deans night. 


c 2 be at Abbolſbury from the 1ſt of January to the:gth, Sc. which affidavit I ſu;:- 
„ poſe you have before now. 


0 whom they always lodged till this laſt time of their coming here. And he tells 
0 

46 
<. come to his houle, ſometimes once or twice in a year, at other times once in 
„ 

ce 
« of January laſt. That he often ſaw them at the houſe of John Gibbons between 
of gypſies, that they had goods (as handkerchiets, aprons, gowns, Cc.) to ell, 


that they never wanted money, and always paid him very juſtly for what they had, 


te 
« my pariſh, for as it was Chriſtmas-time they had dancing almoſt every night at 
the houſe, and the ſon and daughter of Squires danced conſtantly with the peop'e 


of the town.,-=ASs to the evidences [ never knew any thing by them but what was 


( 
cc 
66 


evidence. It I can be farther Ferviceable | in t this «Fairy you may frealy command 


« 8 I R, 
5 In inet 0 «To our mt e Heer 
Alteruiy, # 2 1555 | "Ore a my - A Tanner 


* Vicar of Abbotſbury.” 


1 
1 


C : On 


you” be pleaſed to os what are the characters of Gibbons 


iY 3 for the Public, hy my reſpect Lag the great name WIT jr in your 


However, I have this morning ſent for ſeveral of my 
e pariſh WhO well know, this woman and ber companions, one particularly with 


me, that he has known this Mary Squires upwards of thirty years—That ſhe, with 
others of that name, and ſome of other names, have in that ſpace of time often 


two or three years— That they (this Mary Squires and others) were at his houſe 
about three years ago, which was the laſt time they were at Abzo!/bury till the iſt 


the 1ſt and the gth of January That they always went under the denomination | 


Their being here this laſt time could be proved by moſt of the younger ſort in 


| honeſt, nor do, I believe that they would by any means be induced to give a falſe 


0 


* 


4 
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— do 


2 


ak the receipt 1 this letter 1 ſent to the elpouſers of the girl, 


tand . it to them. 


At the ſame time I ſhewed them the following Letters and 


Certificate, which had been tranſmitted to Mr. Bun, Clerk to the 
late Honourable Mr. Juſtice Gundry, by Mr. Willis, then Under- 


ſheriff of Dorſetſbire, and eee unexpectedly, laid before | 


me in conſequence of that worthy Judge's directions. 


Ws. 
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Dorcheſter, 28 Feb. 1758. 
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Jo Mr. Bun, Attorney. at Law in Chancery- lane, London. | 
*« SIR, 
Received yours, and yeſterday” I ſine it inclofed by George 'Fone to Mr. Tlarris 


the Miniſter of A5b9!ſCury, and deſired him to make the beſt enquiry. he could 
into the affair, and give me as full an account thereof as he could get; but Mr. 


Harris being at. Dr. Dawnay's at. Piddletoun, a meſſenger was diſpatched to him 
with my letter and yours, and on the other ſide hereof you have his anſwer, and 
you have allo incloſed a certificate of the: Churchwardens and Overſeers, and other 
* ſubſtantia] people of the town, moſt of whom I well know, and if Mary Squires 


anſwers the deſcription therein given, particularly as to her under- lip in which they 


them or followed them to Ridgway, when they left Abbotſbury, and tarried with 


them a day or two, and both he and Gibbons muſt well remember the old woman, 
and from what knowledge I have of them, and the information I have from others, 
I verily believe they are both very honeſt men, and N not Have ome , - 


evidence they did had it not been true. 
« If any further information ſhall be wanted 1 will readily get it, as it will. 


«me e great pleaſure to be infrumentsl © in laving an innocent Perſon! s life, and am, 


«. $ IR, 


uur h umble ſervant, 
ROBERT WILLIS." 


P. S. Since che above 1 am informed that Mary Squires and War and da 'ghter 
were at Litton before they went to Abbotſbury, and that they actually came 10 Gib- 
bons*s houſe on the firſt of January laſt (new ſtile). and continued there the time 
mentioned in the certificate, which can be fully proved by many other perſons in 


Abbotſbury; and no doubt but it can be * by others at 2 that they left 


that PRs the lame day.” ” 


ſay ſhe had an eviliſh diſorder, I ſhould think it's pretty clear ſhe was at Abbots- 
bury at the time of the robbery, and tho? it is ſaid in the Certificate on or about 
the firſt of January, I believe moſt of them could be certain as to the day. 25 
« Gibbons and Clarke both came to me the day before they ſet out for London, to 
be informed what method to take to be paid for their journey, when they ſnewed 
me the ſubpœnas they were ſerved with, and ſaid that George Sgquires (mentioned in 
the certificate} came down to ſerve them, and that he waited at Abbotsbury to go 
up with them, and told me the ſame ſtory as I imagined-they proved on the trial; 
and I ſince find that Clarke fell in love with Lucy the young gypſy, and went with 


8 r 1 - 5 8 «ENF IS » e 1 z e r __ OF an OHNE 5 0 — —— — — — wn . — 

5 . 2 . 2 OL 7 Doreen Eg be EI OT IE OIIDLS ns EO EEE I Id ER Rs 2 Robes 2 EK eee „ WAESSEYS. d N Tee BE 2 at Polen ay ans 
by r 8 mne 2 2 5 we Ds ISS I oF, 1 n = £7 2 . > (4 CEE: l 7 3 7 en 5 5 g E : 45 1 9 8 3 * N r AC - 5 Soto 
r TTT 2 3 I IF . en KW \ 27 8 3 r , ir 5 8 K Lee 2 b , : 

2 75 T2”, 2 93 7 3 7 i ts x Bow. „ I" 1 we 3 8 * <5 i Sas be. fer * N 7 
2 8 * 3 . << : 
p £ - . 2 2 


7275 eee WWS . 8 e : 
z en bares Bl WO ik PE net SE rl 
EY pe te 8 r by 4 * Or fed £4 as 


_ 2 N n {Is 8 7 1 wh Lit 7 3 
. EI pe CEE MS EE E A . Ne r 75 38099 2 Wo wo 
N * 9 oe 0 ee I T7 er OR „ * 
RES ; = 13 33% 7. Y 2 N 8 7 . 2 n e _ e >. % A * oy Fr 
S 2 =; 2 A Pe og + . . [oe : * TS PR * 
E . 22 oF, E 2 " 


r r Ne, 
. 3 * 
F ent Nee JE 

* 1 8 + < Re hs 
q 2 
RS 

Pg hs 


— GAA CEA Lat oo 2a E Ls CHe AR RPE ea LOR RR „ * 

R be eo % y 34,91 4 A 
F XI ꝙF2jꝙ7a2ͤͤ ⁰¶œ T ⁵ or Ir AAS T 2 

4 Bit e e r e Fr * 7 5 

K eg DONE ACA dps I Md. LIED I x 


” * 
SZ EN 5 ES 8 Sen et A le Ner R 4 Ren, 
et EO, of A 8 1 i 2 . n r ber - 
wee FCC n UE We 39 Lt OAT OD, RE N 8 5 
JSC EEOIS GHID-2e Yo kr SEA? 77. TS SORTS 


WE 
. 
1 LOT, 7 Hes 3 


. . 1 8 

x 8 5 
e * 2 2 
+ S . ay EEE FRI 
"er Ea RAE ER 9 


— 


e 


iPiddletown, 27th Tb. 1755 © 
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in the county of Dorſet, do hereby certify, That on or about the firſt day of January 
„ laſt paſt (new ſtile), there came to Abbotſbury aforeſaid three perſons commonly 
40 
ce 


66 


Jobn Gibbons, known by the ſign of the Old Ship, and continued there for the ſpace 


e of nine days, under pretence of felling handkerchiefs, waiſtcoats, and other goods. 


«© — That the old woman was about five feet ſeven or eight inches high, of a very 


black ruſty complexion, with black eyes, a large noſe, and an uncommon thick. 
under-lip,-as big almoſt as a little child's arm. And we do further certify, that we 


.CC 
2464" 
„ of Abbotſbury aforeſaid, cordwainer z and that we believe them to be perſons ot 
very good characters, and would on no account give falſe evidence. Witneſs our 
hands this 28th:day of February, 1753. ß Top rn ns OYL 


4 


* 


"Edward Thorne, Officer nc Jobn Oliver 


Daniel Wallis, Mercer „ Fobn Clark J Churchwardens is 


Gregory Hlansford Henry Gibbons 
V | 

-Ralph Crofis, Tything-man .Hugh Bond, Schoolmaſter 
Thomas Porter = Charles White, Farmer 
Sep. Lack, Mercer Jobn Talbott, Farmer 

h 8 15 F 


To Ar. Willis, Attorney at Law, at Dorcheſter. 
'<« SIR, _ Fas 


« SIR, 3 REIT 


« Vicar of Abbotſbury.” 


Mr. Willis, (a gentleman whoſe character for integrity and 
«diſcernment is too well eſtabliſhed to need any further mention 
here) having been pleaſed alfa, for the ſake of public juſtice, 
to tranſmit the following affidavit, which was laid before me: 


Borough 


, WE whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, being the Churchwardens and Over- 
ſeers of the Poor, and other principal inhabitants of the pariſh of Abbotſbury 


« called-gypſies, one of which an elderly woman of about ſeventy years of age, an- 

other a man about thirty years of age (called George) and the other a woman about 
twenty-ſix years of age (called Lucy) whom the old woman called her ſon and 
daughter, and they called her mother That they quartered there at the houſe of 


well know Jobn Gibbons the landlord of the $hip-inn aforeſaid, and William Clark 


Richard Hall F Overſeers of the Poor 


I Have reaſon to believe from common report that there were three perſons, whe | 
went under: the denomination of gypſies, at the houſe of Jobn Gibbons within 
my parith about: the time mentioned in the letter; but their names and perſons J 
« was an utter ſtranger to. . 75 5 


e As to my neighbours Gil bons and. Clarke, I believe them to be too honeſt men ic 


JAMES HARRIS, _ 
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; B:rough of Dor- 175 5 N this ſecond day of March, One thouſand ſeven hundred 
| | 4 


chetier, in the 


| arid fiſty-thtee, Ralph Crofts: of 4bbotſbury in the county 
6 ounty of Dorlee. 


* of Dorſet, innholder, John Ford: of the ſame plate carpenter, 
% John Baily of the-ſame place carpenter, | Fsſeph Gibbons of the: 
« ſame place yeoman, William Ford of the ſame place fiſherman, and Richard Arnold 
« of the ſame-blackſmith, voluntarily came before me Richard Cooper, gentleman, 
Mayor of the Borough of Dorcheſter aſoreſaid, and ſeverally made oath as follows; 
4 and firſt all of them che ſaid Ralph Crofts, John For, Jobn Baily, Joſeph Gibbons, 22 
iam Ford, and Richard Arnold, make oath and ſay, that on the firſt Day of January 
« Jaſt paſt (New Stile) one Mary Squires, and alſo George her fon and Lucy her daugh- 
« ter, all came to Abbotſbury aforeſaid, and put up and quarter'd at the Old-Ship and 
&« Exciſe office there, then and now kept by one John Gibbons, and all of them conti- 
„ nued there for the ſpace of nine days; during which time they ſold handkerchiefs 
« and other goods about the town of Abborſbury aforeſaid! And theſe. deponents 
further ſay, that by the ſaid Mary Squires and her children having from time to time 
« uſed the Cai town of Abbotſbury-for many years before, as pedlars or gypſies in ſelling 
© handkerchiefs and other goods; and by the ſaid Mary Squires having a particular re- 
„ markable large under-lip, they the ſaid Mary Squires and her children became well 
known to all theſe deponents, and alſo to all or the greateſt part of the other inhabi- 
« tants of the ſaid town of Abbotſbury. - And therefore theſe deponents verily believe, 
<< that her the ſaid Mary Squires and her Son and Daughter's coming to Abbotſbury a- 
«* foreſaid, on the ſaid 1ſt day of January laſt paſt (New Stile) and continuing there for 


e the ſpace of nine days as aforeſaid, can be proved at leaſt by one hundred other per- 
« ſonsin Abbolſoury aforeſaid,” 


Sworn at Dorcheſter i in the county Ny Dorſet, 
the ſecond day of March, one thouſand ſe- © 
ven bundred and fifty-three, before me, 


0 Ralph Crofts, 
John Ford, 
John Bailey, 


Richard As ei Mayer. 2 9 . Mark of - 
Sworn i in the preſence of i „ . Gibbons, 
| Robert Willis. JJ. ĩ FOR,” 
VVV | . The Mark of 
. 


1 Richard Arnold. 


This I ; alſo communicated: to the 8 of Canning... N 


There having appeared alſo upon the trial one Thomas Gps 
ville from Coombe, a little village about three miles beyond Sa. 
liſbury, who, in confirmation of the evidence of Gibbons and 
Clarke, atteſted that the Old Gypſey, with het Son and Daughter, xz 
came to his houſe on Sunday the 14th of January, and quar- 1 
tered there that night; the following certificate to ſupport his 

teſtimony was s alſo laid before . 


February the EY 1753. 


40 9 HIS is to certify, that Thomas Grevill, e, of the pariſh of Coombe- Biſſet in the county 
of Wilts, is a very honeſt man, and always bore a good character; and we, who 


have ſet our names hereunder, do believe that the Gy pley- W was at Coombe * "Y 
the ſame time, according to evidence. „ 1 8 7 | 2 


John Palins! | F TH 
irch- Es 
Thomas Fulbam, Chi ich wardens — 


1 John Barber, Overſeer. e 
x2 Jobn Lipps, 
Jobn Barber, CInhabitants. 
Fobn Harwood, \ © | 


3 "Wh 


(9) 


This I alſo communicated to ious. - | Af | | 
What effect, Gentlemen, would all the foregoing liters and 


certificates have had with You ? but the queſtion is unneceſſary, 


they had the lame with me. 
However, as the Girl's friends were pleaſed to doubt, whether 


the Convict was the ſame perſon, what was to be dotic PD 
Was this Woman to be executed, or was her identity to be 


proved ? 
If her identity was to be proved, row was this to be done ? 


and at whoſe expence ? 


The Woman and her Family were Ml » utter ſtrangers to me, 


pennyleſs and friendleſs; and it was evident, if I ſpared the ex- 
pence, innocent as ſhe appeared, ſhe muſt ſuffer. 
I therefore directed Mr. Ford to write again to Mr. Harris, to 


inform him of the doubts that had been raiſed, whether Mary 
Squires under ſentence was the ſame Mary Squires mentioned in 


his letter, and to defire him to ſend to London two men, whoſe 
characters he would certify, to determine that matter. 
In this they could not be miſtaken, for the was one of the 
moſt remarkable of the human kind. — With deference, be it 


ſpoken, to his pleaſure, who has not marked the characters of 
: mankind by their features, the is is a a perfect Cariacatura. e 


In leſs than two hours 1 hitze returned, and with him came 


Virtue Hall and one of the goaler's ſervants. But who to my 
great ſurprize came in with her ?- 


Canning friends! 
D Though 


-” Whill: I was making this inquiry, another circumſtance hap- 
pened. 
p In the evening * the 6th af. March, 1 et an account 
7 99092 Dr. Hill (whom I never ſaw before) that Virtue Hall, up- 
on whole oath the robbery had been confirmed, a poor, literate, 
ignorant girl, was then in the Gazehouſe, not wider confinement 
as a priſoner, but fupported there by Canning friends; and that 
ſhe had the day before diſcovered to Juſtice Lediard great ligne 
of uneaſineſs, and a willingneſs to declare the truth. „ 
This news was the more agreeable to me, becauſe 1 it infarcted 


me, what Canning J triends had declined to inform me, where ſhe 


Several gentlemen of diſtinction were then with me and it 


was their opinion, as well as my own, that ſhe ſhould be i imme- 
.diately ſent for. 


I thereupon directed Mr. White, one of my niacthele-then. - to 


go to the Gazehouſe, and in my name to deſire the er "_ 
that goal to bring her before me. 
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Though I communicated to them all my actions, and intend- 
ed, upon the ſucceſs of my meſſage, to have ſent for them; yet 
I cannot but ſay, I wondered at their Expedition, eſpecially when 
I/ hite informed me that they were not at the Gazehouſe when he 
was there: but I was ſtill more ſurprized to hear 77þize atteſt 
upon his oath, the wicked inſtructions which were given her at 
that place, Be Jure, VIRTUE, remember what you ſwore before, 
« and fand to tl” 

1 then proceeded publickly to examine her (without oath) with 
all imaginable tenderneſs, having previouſſy admoniſhed her 1 
ſpeak the truth. 
Many queſtions were propoſed to her, to which ſhe gave no an- 
Fe er; the only reply I could get to any was Yes or Mo, and even 

that was given with all the viſible marl:s of horror and diſtreſs, 
without the leaſt freedom or appearance of truth. 

What, Gentlemen, would Yau now have done? 
ol aſked her, if ſhe was deſirous to ſpeak to me in another room; 

and ſhe moſt readily aſſented. : 
I determined, however, I would not be with hes alone, and 
therefore deſired Sir John Phillips, a gentleman, whoſe name is 
ſufficient to ſanctify what paſſed, to accompany me. 25 

No ſooner had we retired with her, but ſhe inſtantly burſt into * 

2 flood of tears, and confeſſed that all ſhe had ſworn was falſe ; I 
alked her why ſhe had not confeſſed this in the other . 
£ anſu er waste Friends of Canning were by. 5 1 
After a very ſhort ſtay (a quarter of an hour - at moſt? we re- 

turned, and ſhe then publickly declared that CaNxNIxd fe- 

« ver came into the houſe, no robbery had been committed there, that 

<« Fortune Natus and his wife lay in the room CANNING ſaid ſhe 

nuss confined in during the whole time of her pretemded confine- 
nent, that Squires and ber family came there but eight days be- 
7:08 « fore ſhe was apprehended, and that the whole ſtory was a falſiiy; 
aud that ſbe had on her Examination before Juſtice Tyſhmaker, 
7 * and at e on her Examination before Juſtice © ielding, declared 
0. | 
1 this confeſſion ſhe added the great fatisfaQion ſhe felt at 
the diſcharge of this heavy load from her mind. 
Was it poſſible for me, Gentlemen, to deſcribe the manner, 
in which ſhe made this recantation, You could not doubt it's 
truth, or fincerity. 
I then directed this Girl, . her own n to be taken 
care of in the Pouliry- Cumprer (where the friends of Canning pro- 
miſed to maintain her) and appointed the Zhur/day following for 
another public Examination: at which ſeveral Aldermen, and 


Gentlemen of diſtinction, and the Friends of Connings nay herſelf 
was alſo preſent. 


3 | The 


; 4 


{ 01 ) 


The Girl chen werit through a ſtrict Examination of two hours, 


with that deportment, conſiſtency, and freedom (the characters 
f truth) that all who were preſent (Canninc's Friends extepred ) 


ſeemed convinced; indeed there could not now want further 0c - 
caſion of convittinn. 


At this Examination, like all the reſt, no one was exclubed 


who deſired to be preſent, and all had the liberty of aſking what 


queſtions they pleaſed. 


She was aſked, how ſhe-came to forſwear herſelf ; ber auler 


Was, That REO ſhe was at Mr. Fielding's the at firſt {poke the 
5 truth, but that ſhe was told that Hat was not the tr 111 and 


was « zerrified and v threatened to be ſent to Newgate and Pro- 


4 ſecuted as a felon, wnleſs ſbe would ſpeak the truth. ——And 
therefore ſhe ſwore what was falſe to ſave her own life. 
She was further aſked, how the was enabled to confirm Can 
ning in her evidence; ker anſwer was, That“ ſhe had heard 
Canning ſtory at Mrs. Wells's the day they ere taken up, 
<c afterwards at Juſtice Tyſhmaker's, and after a from ſeveral 
other perſons ;——that Canning was firſt examined upon the 
trial and that the ſtood near her at the time ſhe gave her 


* 


A 


evidence.” 


One circumſtance which happened Il mention here, 1 ſhall 
take further notice of it hereafter, when I come to examine under ; 
whoſe directions Canning PROBABLY Was. 
Ihe przcher, in which was pretended to have been the water, FO 
and; the bed-gown, which ſhe ſaid ſhe found in Pellss houſe and 
came home in, were produced upon this examination: at the cloſe 
of it, as Canning was folding up the led. gon, I ſaid to her, Child, 
you "muſt not take it away with you ; ſhe inmeciately anſwered, 
Les, my Lord, I muf, IT is My MoTHER's,” | 
Many gentlemen heard it, and there were ſome who aid 6c this 
© Was nas only Hall's recautation.“ 


The I had r no doubr of the AY of Hall 8 Senken yet as 


there was a certain way open to try its validity, I could not ne- 


glect the opportunity. 


There was at this time in Mergare Suſan. Wells the miſtreſs of the 


houſe, in which the robbery had been pretended to be committed: 
her ſentence had been bur ning in the hand, which ſhe had ſuffered, 


and 


— 


Vid. PoBIie Abyzzrisg g, Saturday 19th Feb. L773, which (ſpeaking of this aflair) gives an account 
that „this girl was brought before Mr. Fielding om Thur/day evening, and was under examination from arr 


* 11] tavelvy at night; ; When, after many Hard Aruggles, and fout denials of the trutb, ſhe, at length, con- 


« felfed the whole; by whicy meats it is not doubted: but that all the actors of that eruel ſcene will be 


„ brought to the fate they deſerve.“ 


d Vid, Mr. Ficlding's Clear State of. the Caſe of El: aber Canning, fol. 39. —— ſays the author, % She had 
been guilty of ſo many prevarications and contradictions, that I told her T would examine her no longer, 
but would commit her to priſon, and leave her to ftand or fall by the evidence againſt her, and at the 
„ ſame time Ab VI SED Mr. Salt to praſecute her as a felon, together avith the 5 RUGMRAN "anno 
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and impriſonment for a certain time, under which ſhe now lay. 
She had been preſent when VIgrUE HaLL was alſo preſent, and 


by her, if this latter account was true, it would be confirmed ; 


and if falſe, it would be expoled as ſuch by their different rela- i 


tions, 
I accordingly went to Mr. Alermant's houſe, accompanied by 


ſeveral Gentlemen of diſtinction, amongſt whom 7he now Lord- 


Mayor (who was preſent at the Girl's recantation) was pleaſed 


to do me that Honour; and there I examined this Wells, 


who, I am perſuaded, as yer knew nothing of Hall's having re- 


canted. 
She aſſured me, that * all this Girl had ſwarn was 1 10 from the 


< been in her houſe, that no robbery had been.committed there, 


<< that Syurres and her Family had came there but eight days 
before ſhe was apprehended ;” and confirmed, circumſtance. 
: by circumſtance, all that the other had declared in her recanta- 
tion. 
Now, Gentlemen, let me appeal to Vou, whether there i. is not a 
way of procuring truth even from the wicked-—thele two perſons, 
each of whom was ſtrictly examined for at leaſt two hours, agreed 
in the moſt minute articles—that agreement could ariſe from no- 
thing but truth— tis impoſſible that two perſons, not knowing 
what each other had ſaid, could ages in all the circumſtances of a 
falſhood. . Do 
1 ching now 1 the way | to 6 Convict' s 
witneſſes fron Enfield, who at the time of the Tryal had been in- 
ſulted by the mob, finding the avenues to juſtice open, came, 


unſolicited, vnenpected—and gawe in the following confirmation 


of the Convict's innocence, and of the guilt of her accuſer, . 


: London. | The PO Coe of Fortune Natus, if Waltham-Crofs ; in the Crunty 


of Hertford, huſbandman, and Judy his wife; taken upon oath the 12th 


day of March, 1753+ La eh me Sir Crip eas We Kot. Mayor 2 $2 


Cy of London, 5 


40 BOTH the above informants ſay, that on the very * Suſanna Wells and Mary 
Squires (two convicts in Newgate) were taken up for the ſuppoſed robbery of 
Elizabeth Canning, and for ten weeks before, they lodged in the houfe of the ſaid 
« Suſanna Wells at Endfield. Waſb, and paid nine-pence per week for their lodging; 
and that during all that time (except one night and which was before laſt Cbri t. 
hh they conſtantly laid in the very room in the ſaid Mrs. Wellb's houſe in which 


te the ſaid Elizabeth Canning has pretended ſhe was confined, and that they are po- 


* informants ſay, that they never ſaw the ſaid Elizabeth Canning till the day the ſaid 


„Mary Squires and Suſanna Wells were apprehended ; and that the bed which they 


e Jay upon was made up out of part of the hay which was in the ſaid room, their 
2 —.. 


— 


"op beginning to the end; that no ſuch perſon as Canning had ever 


ſitively aſſured they did not lay one night out of that room during the whole 
month of January Jaſt, which room theſe deponents ſay is called the Work- Mop 
or Lumber- rom, and is about ſeven ſtairs up from the kitchen; and both theſe 
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Taken and ſworn (by both the Informant) 
Ihe day and year firſs above written, ( 


Taken and ſworn the day and year firſ Sy 


C137) LY 
bolſter was a bag of wool, inſtead of ſheeting they made uſe of a large piece of 
blue cloth, and their covering were a few old ſacks; and they further ſay, that the 
ſaid Suſanna Wells kept in that room ſome hay for an old horſe ſhe had, and pol- 
lard for her ſow, and that ſhe or Virtue Hall (who lodged with her) uſed frequently 
to go into the room for hay for the horſe, and daily for pollard for the ſow. And 
this informant Fortune Natnus ſaith, that in the month of January laſt there was, 
according to the beſt of his judgment, near half a load of hay in the ſaid room, 
and that he this informant frequently in the month of January during the time 
the ſaid Elizabeth Canning pretended ſhe was confined in the ſaid houſe, went 
with the very pitcher to fetch water in, which the ſaid Elizabeth Canning pretends 
ſhe had in the ſaid room, during the time ſhe pretended ſhe was confined there. 
And this informant Judy Natus alſo faith, that in the ſaid month of January ſhe 
alſo frequently ſaw the ſaid pitcher, and that it was in conſtant uſe in the family; 
and further, both theſe informants ſay, that the ſaid Mary Squires did not come 
to lodge at the ſaid Suſanna Wells's till about a werk and a day before the time of 


their being fo apprehended, and that theſe informants never ſaw the ſaid Mary | 


Squires before ſuch time as ſhe ſo came to lodge there; and further theſe informants 


ſay, that they were ſubpcena'd and attended as witneſſes at the Old Bailey, to have 
given evidence for the ſaid Mary Squires and Suſanna Wells upon their trial, but that 
* notwithſtanding they ſhewed their ſubpcena's to the people in the Old Bailey yard, 


(0 


they were uſed very ill there, aſſaulted by the mob, and prevented from going 


January laſt, but what day ſhe does not remember, came with the ſaid Suſanna 


Mells into this informant's ſaid room in the morning, whilſt ſhe this informant 


was in bed, to look for part of a ſign which was miſſing, and which was under 
the foot of the bed ſhe lay in. 333· 


2 my Manfion-bouſe in London be- Fortune Natus. 
„ 8 5 The mark of 
᷑xutüĩ (/ Afar, ooo „„ 


Judy Natus. 


The information of Ezra Whiffin, of Endfield in the county of Middleſex, 
Irnnbolder, taken upon oath this 12th day of March, 1753, before me Sir 
_ Criſp Gaſcoyne, Nit. Mayor of the city of London. 


IT Hs informant faith he very well remembers that in the morning of the 13th 
ok January laſt, he this informant was at the houſe of Suſanna Wells (now a 
\ convict in Newgate) ſituate at Endfield-Waſh, in order to fetch away part of the 
arm belonging to a ſign, called the Crown, which he had bought of her ſome time 
before; and that he and the ſaid Mrs. Wells that morning went up into a room 
belonging to the ſaid houſe, called the workſhop or lumber-room, the entrance 
into which is from the kitchen, and is about ſeven ſtairs from it; and ſaith, that 
they found that part of the ſign in the ſaid room underneath the foot of a hay- 
bed which was in the ſaid room, and in which bed one Judy Natxs, now preſent 
here, and who lodged in the ſaid houſe, was at the ſame time.“ 5 pF 


Era Whiffing. | 
above written, at my Manſien-houſe in % 1 | 
London, before me, Pk 

Criſp Gaſcoyne, Mayor. 
E 5 The 


into Court to give their evidence: And laſtly, this informant Judy Natus faith, that 
a gentleman now preſent here, called Mr. Ezra Whiffn, ſome time in the month of 
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The rofarmatian of Elizabeth Long, wife if Richard Long, of Endfield, in 


the county of Middleſex, huſbandman, taken upon oath this 12th day of 
March 1753, before me Sir Criſp Dane, Knut. Mayer Y the "99 of 
London, 


HIS informant on her oxth ſaith, that ſhe is the daughter of Suſanna Wells, a 
convict in Newgate, and that ſhe lived near her fat mother's at Endfeld Ma ſh, 
that ſhe uſed Abe daily tor go and ſer her ſaid mother, and that ſhe particularly 


remembers the time that Mary Szuires (alſo a convict in Newgate) her fon and 


two daughters came to her ſaid mether's to lodge there; and further ſaith, that 
her ſaid mother and the ſaid Mary Squires were taken up on a Thurſday, and thar 
it was on the Wedneſday ſe*nnight before that day, when the faid Mary Squires 


her ſon and two daughters came firſt to lodge there, and that ſhe this informant 


never ſaw them before ; ; and ſaith, that ſhe well knows Fortune Natus and Judith 
his wife, who lodged at her ſaid mother's about nine or ten weeks before ſhe was 
ſo apprehended, and that during that time the ſaid Fortune Natus and his wife lay 


in the room called the lumber-room or workſhop, the entrance to which is from _ 
the kitchen and is about ſeven ſtairs diſtance from it, and is the very room in 
which £E/72abeth Canning has pretended ſhe was confined ; and faith, that in the 
month of January laſt ſhe this informant was very frequently in the ſaid room 


and further ſaith, that her ſaid mother uſcd to keep hay for her horle, and pol- 
Jard to feed her ſow with, in that ſaid room; and laſtly, this informant ſaith, that 


ſhe never ſaw the ſaid Elizabeth C before the ſaid day her mother was 


apprehended.” Fn: 
Taken and fworn the day a year 22 | 


within written, at my Manſion- Oy in 
London, before 1, 1 


Crit 9 Gaſcoyr ne, Mayer. | 


The nn of Mary 3 of Endfield, in the county of Middleſex, 


talen upon oath this 13th day of March, 17 53, before me 8 "Soup: 


eee Knt. Mayer Y the OY of London. 


"HIS informant fairh, that on the Wedneſday ſe⸗ enight before the time of ; 


of her being taken up, ſhe, her ſon and two daughters often came to this infor- 
mant's houſe to buy ſuch chandlery-goods as ſhe could ſupply 'em with that 


during that time they lodged at the houſe of Suſanna Wells ac Enajield-Waſh, which 
is ſituate almoſt oppoſite this informant's houſe on the other ſide of the road; and 
ſaith, that altho' the ſaid Mrs. Fells's houſe is in the full view of this informant k 
en” yet ſhe this informant never ſaw the ſaid Mary Squires, her ſon and two 


daughters before the time of the faid Mary Squires's ſo coming to this informant's 
houſe in her life; and faith, that if they had been at the ſaid Mrs. Wells's for 
any conſiderable time before, this informant believes ſhe muſt have ſeen 'em, and 
ſaith that ſhe never heard nor does ſhe believe that the ſaid Mary Squires, her ſon 
and daughters were at the ſaid Mrs. Hell's before the time above-mentioned ; 

and further ſaith, that ſhe knows Fortune Netus and his wife, and that ſhe ee 


they lodged at the ſaid Mrs. Wells's for about nine or ten weeks before the | time 


of the faid Mary Squires's being lo apprehended, 


Taken and ſworn before me the 1 3th day) The mark of 
of March, 1753, at my Manſion AN B i 
London, 


Criſp Gaſcoyne, Mayor. 


Elizabeth Long. 


Szuires s (now a convict in Newgate) being taken up, ſhe came to this infor- 
mant's houſe to buy ſome bread and ſmall-beer, and that afterwards till the time 


Mary Larney. 
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Many other a alle came e beta me from the 
ſame place, offering accumulated b of the ſame truth, but 1 
thought it unneceſſary. 
Theſe witneſſes were alſo eien in the preſence of the 


Girl's friends, in the like candid and public manner; and not- 


withſtanding the moſt ſtrict and ſeparate examinations, they not 
only confirmed each other, but alſo the accounts of Finne Hall 
and Suſanna Wells, in every eincm kane. 2. e Canning's friends 
were fill pleaſed to doubr. 


Upon a ſtrict enquiry into the dt of theſe witneſſes, there 


4571 no reaſon to doubt their veracity.— I can ſpeak more 


particular ly as to the characters of Mr. V biffin and Fbrtune Matus, 


ſeveral perſons of unqueſtionable integrity having aſſured me, 


that they were very honeſt, ſober and induſtrious men. 


If Matus and his wife did not lay in this room, where elle did 


they lay? The contrary never appeared. 


If Ezra Ii, Bi in was not in this room on the 1 8th of 3 
or did not ſee Juditb Matus there, what could induce him to 


ſwear it? His regard for public juſtice, thro' the prejudice of 


8 the times, has almoſt proved the poor man's ruin. 


When Judith Matus was before me, ſhe declared, that ſhe = 


was at Mr. Fielding's at the ſame time with Virtue Hall, that 
ſhe herſelf alſo was © examined, and e the ſame account then N 


the did now. 


This fact is beyond all queſtion; "Ke" Fielding himſelf fays, 


that « + Tudith Watus being examined upon her oath before 


& him, declared that ſhe and her huſband lay in the ſame room, 
where Elizabeth Canning pretended to have been confined, 
during the whole time of her pretended confinement ; and 
declared that ſhe had never ſeen or heard of any” ſuch Perlen 


as Elizabeth Canning i in Wellbs houſe. 
What reaſon there was to pr fer the account os Canning, im- 


2 2 


t 


5 probable and unconfirmed as it was, to the probable account 
| firſt offered by Virtue Hall, and confirmed * Kalt Matus, I 


cannot com prehend. 


If Virtue Hall's examination Had: been taken, as ſhe — 


have freely given it; if no threats had been uſed to frighten her; 


if Mr. Fielding himſelf had prepared her information, or perhaps 


had only been preſent when it was Wepa the troubles, which | 


enſued, could. not have. happened. l 
L 7 ah DIETS What 


ia. Mr. FieLDbinG's Clear State of Canning's Caſe, fol. 47. 
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What could this Girl * to e her ae proſecuted, 


but what ſhe 4d fay? 


At this tilde the two men, ks had ine I * gend 22 


boiſbury, arrived, bringing teſtimonials of their characters from 
the Rev. Mr. Harris—=they were conducted to /Vewgate to ſec 


the Convict, where, as they who attended informed me, they 


converſed with her for ſome time as one whom they perfectly 
well knew ; and upon their return they were ſeparately, and 


publicl y examined in the preſence of a large aſſembly of gen- 


tlemen (the Girl's friends being ms and made the . : 


informations: $7 


The inforiaoivs of Melchizedeck Arnold if the town of Abbotſbury, in the 
county of Dorſet, Blackſmith, taken upon oath this i 3th day of March, 17 5 3, | 


Wy me Sir Criſp Gaſcoyne, Kut. Mayor of the city of London. 


Bs HIS informant on his oath faith, that he is upwards of forty years of age, 
« 4 was born in, and always lived at Abbotſbury, and that he was applied to falt 
Saturday, at Abbolſhury by the Reverend Mr. Harris, miniſter of that place, to come 
up to London to ſee one Mary Squires an old gypſey-woman (now a convict in 
© Newgate) and to give his evidence concerning what he knows of her, and ſaith, 
that he this morning accordingly went to Newgate to fee her, and he poſitively 7 
-- 6. Leh, that he ſaw the ſaid Mary Squires with her ſon George, and Lucy her daughter, 
. $M the houſe or public inn kept by Jobn Gibbons called by the name of the Ship in 
. Abbotſbury aforeſaid, on Monday the firſt day of January laſt, new-ſtile; and 
ſaith, that that very evening he, this informant, played upon the violin to ſome 
F young men and woman who were innocently dancing in the ſaid houſe, of which 
number were the ſaid George and Luty Squires z and ſaith, that the ſame evening he 


<« ſaw the ſaid Mary Squires fitting at the kitchen fire theme: and ſaith, that on Sotur- 
« day the ſixth day of the ſaid month of January being twelfth-day in the evening 


« there was another match of dancing at the ſaid houſe, and that the ſaid George and 
Lucy Squires were of that party, and that he, this informant alſo then played to 
them, and that he remembers Mary Squires that evening ſat by the fire in the 
„ ſame room where the young company were dancing. And this informant alſo 
s ſaith, that at ſeveral other times in that week he ſaw the ſaid Mary Squires, and her 


c ſaid ſon and daughter, in Abboiſtury ; and faith, that he knows the ſaid 7ohn Gibbons, 


and alſo William Clarke of kf ury aforeſaid, cordwainer, and that they are 8 
* ſons of good char ater, and he verily believes they would not on any account give 
„s falſe evidence.” And laftly, this informant further, faith, that he has heard the * cer- 

| «« tificate and affidavit hereunto annexed read, purporting to be an affidavit made by 
ix perſons of Abbotſbury, and a certificate of fixteen perſons of Abbotſbury aforeſaid, 
__ «« proving and certifying that Mary Squires, Cones her ſon, and Lucy her daughter ; 
were at Abbotſpury aforeſaid on the fail firſt da y, of Jan uary, and that they, « con- 


« tinued there nine days; and this ipformant on 111 own. "i further ſaith, that the ſaid 
« Mary Squires therein named, and the ſaid Mary Squires the convict in Newgate is 


one and the ſame perſon ; and faith, that he, . informant well knows all the 
«« perſons ſo proving and certifying the ſame, and that they are all perſons of good 
« credit; and this informant faith, that the inhabitants in —— who reſide in the 


« ſaid town of Abbotſoury can reſtify the ſame, a$he i bers. 


i” aken and feworn at my Manſi on- Houſe in London, 2 
the day and year firjt written, before me Melchezedeck Arnold, 
———— Gaſcoyne, Mayor. 


8 The C ertificate and Afdavit before incerted, | 
+ Tbe 
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(17) 


The information of ohn Ford of Abbotſbury in the county of Dorſet, Car- 


peter and Shop-keeper, taken upon oath this 13th day of March, 1753, 
before me Sir Criſp Gaſcoyne, Nit. Mayor of the city of London. 929 


ac 


= F* HIS informant ſaith, that he is thirty nine years of age, and has lived for 


many years at Abbotſbury aforeſaid, and that he was applied to by the Rev. 
« Mr. Harris miniſter of Abbotſbury atoreſaid, to ſee Mary Squires an old gypſey- 
« woman (now a convict in Newgate) and to teſtify what he knows concerning her 
and ſaith, that he accordingly this morning went into Newgate to ſee her, and ſaith, 


that he has known the ſaid Mary Squires and her ſon and daughter George Squires 


„ and Lucy Squires theſe three years paſt, and faith, that on Monday the firſt day of 
January laſt, new-ſtile, he ſaw the ſaid Mary Squires, her ſaid ſon and daughter at 
< the ſhip at Abbotſbury which is kept by this informant's nephew John Gibbons, which 


* houſe is oppoſite to this informant's, and this informant almoſt daily frequents that 
_ « houſe, and particularly remembers that in the evening of the ſaid new-year's day 
„there was a party of dancing in that houſe, and that the ſaid George and Lucy 
„ Squires were of that party, and that he, this informant ſaw Mr. Melchizedeck Arnold 
„ of Abbotſbury play upon the violin to them, and the ſame evening ſaw the ſaid 


« Mary Squires ng by the kitchen fire, and that till the Tueſday ſe'nnight fol- 
id Mary Squires and her children there ſeveral times, on which 
« Tueſday they left the ſaid town; and faith, that he, this informant ſells bread, 


8 * tobacco, and divers other goods, and they uſed frequently to come to his ſhop 


“ and buy things of him during ſuch their ftay in Abbolſbury. And further, this 


; % deponent faith, that he alſo knows William Clarke of Abbotſbury, cordwainer, and 
that he and the ſaid 7obn Gibbons are perſons of good character, and he verily be- 
© lieves they would on no account give falſe evidence. And laſtly ſaith, that he 


cc has heard the certificate and affidavit hereunto annexed read purporting to be an 
« affidavit made by ſix perſons, and a certificate of ſixteen perſons of Abbot/bury 
c aforeſaid, proving and certifying the ſaid Mary Squires, and her ſaid two children's 


“e being at Abbotſbury on the ſaid firſt day of Faruary, and their continuance there 
nine days, and faith, that the ſaid Mary Squires in the ſaid affidavit and certificate 
c named and the ſaid Mary Squires a convict in Newgate is one and the ſame perſon. 
And laſtly faith, that he, this informant well knows all the perſons ſo proving and 


<« certifying the ſame, and that they are all perſons of good credit. And laſtly, this 


e informant ſaith, that the ſaid Mary Squires and her two children's having been at 
* Abbolſbury for the time aforeſaid, is well known to almoſt all the inhabitants of that 
„ town. 5 VVV 


Taken and fworn at my Manfion-Houſe in Lon- 
| don, the day and year firſt written, before me 


"X's John Ford. 
| Eriſp Galcoyne, Ager. . 


Will it be ſaid theſe men declared falſely ? what could be their 
inducementꝰ they were honeſt and diſintereſted, they deſired no 
profit from their journey, and were intire ſtrangers to me. 
It may be now juſtly aſked, how came it that all were not 


ſatisfied ? 1 „ 
I could explain the reaſons why, but I forbear to inflame— 


I would not unneceſſarily throw any reproach upon the authors 
n . 


But facts muſt be ſtated. 


Though the Convict's innocence appeared to a demonſtration, 
the Girl's friends ſtill doubted. N 


They queſtioned the veracity of theſe men, and not only they, 


but the whole town of Abbotſbury (becauſe the greateſt part of its 


F | inha- 


5 
inhabitants could prove the gypſey's having been there) were 
ſtigmatized as thieves and ſmugglers — there was not a man 


of credit amongſt them — the very clergyman, a gentleman of 
as fair and honourable character as ever lived, was W in 


the ſlander; and hardly the * atteſtation of a nobleman of 
particular honour, who perſonally knew him, could reſcue bim 
trom the cenſure. 

As to myſelf, whatever the tongue of inſolence and falſchood 
could invent was thrown upon me : 

And from this moment it became criminal to queſtion the ule 
of Squires, or the truth of Canning. 


Wich theſe proofs [waited upon the Yard e and d 
before him my whole conduct — and it was no ſmall ſatisfaction 


to me, that his Lordſhip approved of my proceedings. ot 

Till all this evidence appeared, although certain of the Con- 
vict's innocence I had not been quite convinced of the Girl's, 
guilt. 0 
Though the charge againſt Squires was falſe, 1 Was ills to 


think there might poſſibly be ſomething in the ſtory, e ag 

gravated to extravagance and folly in the relating ; _ 
But after all theſe proofs were taken, there was no room to re- 8 

tain the leaſt favourable chought—humanity itſelf could no longer 

| plead for her—'twas plain the whole was a contr Vance, a moſt 


wicked and cruel falſity. Mr Eine ws Syd wir ep . 


The great queſtion, with I to my conduct, is, whether * 
ſhould have ſtopped. here, or proceeded ?. 


This, as all other matters that concern myſelf, I do moſt readi- 


ly, Gentlemen, ſubmit to Your opinion, and. for the guidance 
of Your judgment, permit me to lay open my whole heart, and 
to give You all my 1 reaſons. 5 
Before me was a Criminal, guilty. in the ſins: degree in 
1 which the Accuſed was innocent; the queſtion was, whether I 
ſhould direct her to be brought to juſtice, or let her crops unpu- 
niſhed ? 
No one feds 1 fay, that the detetion of duch an impoſture 
is not of the laſt conſequence to public ſecurity. 


In the preſent caſe the difficulty and the danger of a profecution 
ſeemed to render a proſecution ſtill more neceſſary. 


A faction was formed to diſarm the mage. and to place i 
this Girl above the reach of law. 


I am forry to add, it was too evident to me and to many 


others, that at the head of this faction were thoſe, who be- 
lieved this Girl an impoſtreſs, and yet continued to protect ber, 


only i in oppoſition to me. 


A Letter from a noble lord to Mr. Fielding. 
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What did my, heart. tre ths my duty and my Ration required. 
Vou never could intend that the chief magiſtrate, appointed 


by, Yourſclves,, hould upon any ocaſion ſuffer guilt to be ſkreen- 


8) by faction, or:crimes like her's to pal with impunity, 

When the ſword, of Juſtice ſhall pitt 5 to be the enhgn of au- 
choriy, it will ceaſe to 15 the enſign of honour. | 
In theſe, NA Gentlemen, I was not cingular. Many 
wala and. good; men were of the ſame opinion; they ſaw the nc- 
ceſſity of a proſecution, and ſaw too that unleſs L directed it none 


Jour. and they, ee it a ig of juſtice which I owed to 
myſelf, and to the hi 


of London, and to he vindication of the laws of my count 


office I bore, to the honour of the city 

To; all. this I own ſomething was added with reſpect to myſelf, 
A. man's duty to his country. is the firſt conſideration, but that 
which regards himſelf only is not to be quite neglected. 


If he owes his ſervices in an important office to his conſtituents 


and to the public, he owes alſo, his example. The juſtification 
of my conduct from the numberleſs reproaches 1 it was ed to, I 
felt as ſome motive, hut it was the leaſt. 


Had I ſtopped. here, what had become of the enquiry ? Pub- 


lic juſtice had been but half vindicated, guilt: had not been at all 
puniſhed, the Criminal would bave Perc ſuppoſed innocent, and 
the Royal Mercy would have been arraigned; for this is an age 

in which men ſtop at no indecency; and, with regard to myſelf, 


I. muſt, bave remained. under. an' inluperable load of obloquy, for 


having. ſo far done my duty, becauſe L had. not diſcharged. the 
whale of my duty. 


Upon theſe 3 1 1 a warrant. to. apprehend 


| live; ; but at the ſame time that notice ſhould be ſent to her friends, 


and on their appearance moderate bail was taken. 
In all this, I hope, I added, in a manner becoming the great 


truſt You repoſed 10 me. 


This neceſſary ſtep to bring the Girl to Fullice, and in which 1 


had the ſatis faction to be juſtifed by very great opinions, Was re- 
ſented by thoſe, who. called themſelves her friends, in ſo very 


extraordinary a manner, that from that moment they ſeemed 


determined to purſue every method in their power, without the 


leaſt: regard to their own, characters, to decency or law, in order 


to protect her from eee or rather to prevent her im- 


poſture from being diſcoyered to the world. 
Advertiſements for evidence (the parent of falſe evidence \ 


were publiſhed | in the daily papers, affidavits were taken, pri- 


vately talen, and, in conſequence, proſecutions for perjury, be- 


fore unthought of, were actually ſet on foot againſt the three in- 


nocent country men not their acquittal oy warrants my calling 
them 


(280 
ther fo, for i will appear de prlevne 
them to be innocene, © . 


1101 141 117600 1 


of the Convict's life, (whoſe pardon 


was ſtrongly oppoſed) for the better manifeſtation of the guilt of 


me, and who at firſt had acted as friends to the Girl, voluntarily 


came and offered (whenever it ſhould be thought 


= 'er it ſhould b neceſſary 
the evidence contained in their following information, a 


1010 


We informations of Gawen Naſh of London Goldſmith, John Hague of London 


Goldſmith, and Edward Aldridge of London Goldſmith, taken upon oath 
of the City of London. 


reading the public news papers, and therein the repreſentation of the caſe of 
« Elizabeth Canning, this informant went to Mr. Edward Lyon a carpenter in Alder- 


„ning had lived as a ſervant, to enquire into the truth of it, and from the account he 


* an old bed-gown, and that there were a few old pictures over the chimney; and fur- 
ther ſhe then declared that ſhe knew where ſhe had been confined by ſeeing the 


boards, but ſhe gave no deſcription of any hay, and many other remarkable things 
herein after-mentioned which were found in the room. And theſe informants, the 


brought to juſtice, and to view the room to ſee how far the deſcription: thereof an- 


« ſwered the account given by the ſaid Elizabeth Canning (and which deſcription the 
* informants Hague and Aldridge ſay, they, the day before, had an account of from 
the other informant Naſh.) And further, all the three informants ſay, that they 
went over the houſe to ſee if they could find any room anſwering the deſcription of 


the room ſo given by the ſaid Elizabeth Canning, but could not find any one at all 


perſons, but before her arrival there one Addiſon (as theſe informants believe his name 


* Hertford ſtage- coach go by, which ſhe ſaid ſhe ſaw through the cracks of the window 


14 {95 vin yet 1 f M * 
s- themſelves Th¹mN knew 


obliged me to take ſome further in- 


* 


| this 23d day of March 1753, before me Sir Criſp Gaſcoyne, Kut. Mayor 
Z 4: HE informant Gawen Naſh Gith, that upon the 3 iſt day of January laſt upon 


© manbury (an acquaintance of this informant's ) with whom the ſaid Elizabeth Can- 


e then received of it, this informant giving credit to it, voluntarily offered his ſervice | 
and aſſiſtance to bring the offenders to juſtice, and for this purpoſe this informant and 
* ſeveral other perſons attended the ſaid Elizabeth Canning to Guild- Hall where ſhe 
* pave an account of the affair to the then fitting Alderman - (Mr. Alderman Chitty) 
* and declared upon her oath that mother Wells (tor ſo ſhe called her) had robbed her; 
„upon which a warrant was granted for apprehending her, and faith, that upon that 
_ «. worthy magiſtrate's aſking her to deſcribe the room ſhe ſaid ſhe had been confined in, 
* ſhe declared that it was a little ſquare dark room, the windows whereof. were nailed 
« up with boards, and that there was an iron grate in the chimney in which ſhe found 


fad Nafo, Hague, and Aldridge ſay, that on the 1ſt day of February laſt they, and 
the ſaid Edward Lyon, went in a coach to Enfield in order to have the ſaid Mrs. Wells | 


anſwering it. And further, theſe informants ſay, that about an hour afterwards the 
ſaid Elizabeth Canning came down there in a chaize attended with a great number of 


is) who had been in the houſe, and ſaw there was a great quantity of hay in the room 


room. And theſe informants ſay, that after ſuch her arrival at the ſaid Mrs. Well's 
houſe, ſhe was taken into a room where the ſaid Mrs. Wells, Mary Squires (the Convict) 


up to her, and in a very great ſurprize, and with all the appearance of ES, 


called the workſhop or lumber- room, went to meet the chaize, and afterwards came 
riding back in a hurry, cried out we are all right, ſhe ſays there is a little hay in the 


her two daughters, Judy Natus, and ſeveral other women were preſent, and after 
ſome ſhort time there the ſaid Elizabeth Canning pitched upon the ſaid Mary Squires 
to be the perſon that cut her ſtuys off, upon which the ſaid Mary Squires (who is a 
very antient woman, and one of the moſt remarkable perſons they ever ſaw) came 
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(2) 
* ſaid, Mbat, I robbed you, madam | if you bad ever ſeen me, you muſt bave deſcribed me, 


% God bas made me ſo very remarkable z and thereupon the poor old woman pointed to 
«© her large under-lip, the remarkable features of her face, and to the king's-evil which 


„ had greatly ſcarrified the lower part of her face; and upon her aſbing the time, and 


the ſaid Elizabeth Canning s laying New- year's day, the ſaid Mary Squires immedi- 
e ately, and without heſitation, declared ſhe was then above 100 miles off in the coun- 


= try; and being aſked where, ſhe replied, at Abbot/hury beyond Dorchefter , and her 
= ſon and two daughters confirmed it. After which the ſaid Elizabeib Canning was car- 
Y * ried about the houſe to aſcertain the room ſhe. pretended ſhe had been confined in, 

2 and being in the workſhop or Jumber-room, ſhe declared that was the room, which 


« was a light room and a light caſement in it, and in which room there was a large 


: quantity of hay, and an old black, ruſty hay bed; but, there was no grate in the 
'Y „ chimney, and to the beſt of their judgment they don't believe there had been a grate 
1 in the chimney for ſeveral months, for the bottom of the chimney was covered with 
old duſt and cobwebs, and the cobwebs alſo were ſo diſperſed about the chimney, 
1 „ that (is impoſſible a grate could have been in it in the month of Fanuary to the beſt 
5  * of their obſervation and belief: and fay, that over the chimney there were no pictures, 
_ or any marks to be diſcovered of any having been there; and the window caſement 
of that room was eaſily to be opened at pleaſure, And theſe informants, the ſaid Hague 
« and Naſb ſay, that upon the ſaid Hague's aſking the ſaid Elizabeth Canning how ſhe 


ec 


== came not to go out of the cafement, which he pointed to? ſhe ſaid, ſhe believed it was 
Y „ nailed, whereupon both theſe informants very narrowly examined the window frame, 

"i and there was not to be found the leaſt mark or appearance of its having been nailed 
2 or faſtened : and theſe informants ſay, that there hung a jack line and pully in the 


© room, which had a communication with the jack in the kitchen, and there was an 
old broken caſement upon the chimney ledge, three old ſaddles, a neft of old faſnion- 
«© ed drawers, and a large high tub (in which the informant Naſh remembers there 
e was ſome pollard) and which ſeveral things, from the cobwebs and naſtineſs about 
c them, had the appearance of being there a conſiderable time, particularly the caſement 
d upon the chimney Jedge, the cobwebs about which joined the wall; and they ſay, 
upon the ſaid informant Hague's aſking her if ſhe had ſeen that caſement, the jack 
lines, and pulleys, and the ſaddles there before, ſhe declared ſhe never ſaw the caſe- 
„ ment, or jack lines, and 2 before, but that ſhe believed ſhe had ſeen one of 
1 the ſaddles, at which theſe informants were greatly ſurprized. And all the informants 
= = «& ſay, that Fortune Natus, and Judy his wife, declared there at that time that they 
= had laid in that room ten weeks before all but one night, and which Virtue Hall, who 
1 „ was there, confirmed; and upon the ſaid Elizabeth Canning*s ſaying, that Virtue Hal! 
= <« was there when the ſaid Mary Squires cut off her ſtays, ſhe went to the ſaid Elizabeth 
% Canning with all ſeeming innocence, and ſmiling, ſaid to her, ſhe never ſaw her before 
in her life. And laſtly, all cheſe informants ſay, that although they had embarked. 
in this affair at their own expence, as friends to public juſtice, and out of tenderneſs 
« to a poor girl whom they believed was injured, yet from the fatisfaftion they re- 
« ceived at the ſaid Mrs. Wells's, from the appearance of things not at all anſwering the 
deſeription that had been given, they concluded, that the ſtory of the ſaid Elizabeth 
Canning was impoſſible to be true, that they themſelves had been impoſed upon, and 
therefore they deſiſted to aſſiſt in the proſecution.  _ RS: 


| Sworn this 23d day of March 1953, at : "aw "Nath © 
=_ w Manſion-Houſe, London, by 4 John Hague 
= the informants, before me 3 Edward Aldridge, 


Criſp Gaſcoyne, Mayer. ] 


What could induce thoſe gentlemen at firft to take the part 
| of the Girl, but their perſuaſion that ſhe had been injured ? 
6] What could now move them to take the part of the Convict, but 
their belief that ſhe was innocent? : 

It is impoſſible they could bear any malice towards the Girl— 


= their characters are above it— befides, the compaſſion they ſtill | 
2 en ee 64 9 expreſſed | 


460 


( 22 ) 
expreſſed for her, from an apprehenſion there were others, more 
guilty, 5 concerned, Was a proof of the contrary, Ao: ann 


„ inet Ialſo communicated to the friends of San. 
ning, although it was too evident Rl were determined not to 


be convinced, or not to by Joon er g1ld 
0 3 


155 4 


The laſt Ly on ogg which T TY to "ly, before His Majeſty 
with the report, was Andrew Wake's, an Exciſeman, whoſe 


CI 9 # - 


name was mentioned by Gibbons | in his teſtimony upon the trial. 


Gibbons being then queſtioned, how he knew it was the firſt 


of January, when Squires came to Abborſbury, anſwered, that 


he remembered it was that day, , by the particular Seu fanee of 
one Andrew Wake's having come to his houſe, and officiated for 
the Exciſeman who was ſicxk. 55 
This Male had been now for ſome t time Aationed at Lewes in 


4 


70 


| Salſes e. 


1 dee an: application to gn ade to the Commiloiiers: of 


Pxciſe? requeſting them to fend for Wale to London — Thoſe 
3 as deſirous as myſelf of public W ordered him 
to town. 


This man had no > friendſhip to fway him; no —intereſ} to ſerve 3 
an accident occaſioned his being at Abboſſbury, and he was now 
removed from i we” N 
Ne alſo was a new and ſtrong ie of the Convict s inno- 
5 cence, his account was punctual, and the Exciſe-books, which 


were ſent for 1 upon that occaſion, atteſted it. 


This witneſs, like the reſt, gie ent A. public and ſtrict ex- 
amination (Canning's friends being preſent) and made the following 


4 9 


information, : 1. 


* - 1 
1 


* . 
* f = 6 | : . 
0 £ £ 


'F be: ene gf) Abende "oh Tg 888 ary 10 Mr. William Wiglon, 


Collector of the Exciſe at Lewes in Suſſex, taken upon oath this 26th day of 
Marclpe: #7 Fr m_ me Sir Criſp Gaſcoyne, Kut. Im f * oy of 


2 fo Weeks! 


| , d CONE 


” Tn H 1 8 8 Gaith, that 4 the ** of. the. ſuperviſor of Dorcheſter he went 
8 to Abbotſbury the 31ſt day of December laſt, new-ſtile, being Sunday, to offi- 
{© ciate for John Ward the exciſeman there who was ill ; and that he, this informant, 
e lodged at the houſe of Jobn Gibbons who keeps the Old- Sbip there, and at which houſe 


the: Kxciſe- office is kept there, on Sauce be ſaw a perſon there who went by the 
name of George S pures, who then told 


is informant that his Mother and Siſter were 
at a little village (which Fe thine he called Litton) about two or three miles off, apd 


were expected there in a daꝝ prtwo. Ang ſays, that, the ſaid George Squires that 


night, and for ſeveral ſucceeding night 0 uring his ſtay there, lay in the ſame room 
Winfermant; and faith; That during ibis ſtay 


(though, not in the ſame bed) with 


7 there, he, this informant, oicidted for the ſlid Fobn Ward. from the firſt gay of 
4 Trau to the 4 aw; of January, both gays in incluſive. And that during his ſtay 
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(23) 


e there, two perſons called Mary Sguires and Lucy Squires, (which: ſaicl.- Mary cMled the 
«* ſaid George and Lucy ſon and daughter, and they called her mother) came there ant 
% lodged in the ſame houſe. And this informant ſaitliꝭ that his duty calling bim owt 


E very early! in the morning, and ſometimes having kept him out till late at night, 


he can't with certainty ſay what was the particular day of their coming there, bur 
« js poſitive it was ſome day in new-year's week: And further, this inforchant daith, 
& that during his ſtay, there were two or three parties of dancing at the [aid 7 Gib- 

bons's houle, at one of which this informant ſaw the ſaid George and Lucy dance, and 
a blackſmith, who was a ſtranger to this informant, played upon the violin to them, 
<« and the ſaid Mary Squires ſat that evening by the kitchen fire at the ſame time 
« and faith alſo that he knows Mr, Jobn Ford a carpenter and ſhop- keeper there, and 


( 


cc 


«believes him to be a very honeſt man: and faith, that he laſt Saturday ſennight 


e being the 17th of March inftant, received orders from the ſaid Mr. Willian Wie ſon 
* to go to London to attend the Lord Mayor by order of the Commiſſioners of the 
« Fxciſe, and that he arrived in London the next day about 11 or 12 o'clock, and that 
about 2 or 3 o'clock in the afternoon of the ſame day, he, this informant, without 
any directions or notice, went to Newgate to ſee the ſaid Mary Squires (a convict there) 
and faith, that ſhe is the ſame Mary Squires above deſcribed, and ſaith, that as ſoon 


(0 


« as he ſaw her he aſked her if ſhe knew him, to which ſhe anſwered: I ehink you are 
the young man who belonged to the Exciſe, and who was at Abbotſbury : ; and alfo 


cc 


faith, that upon the Tueſday following he went to Newgate, and ſpent half an hour 

with that poor woman, who reminded this informant of ſeveral little incidents which 

happened during their ſtay there, particularly this informant's being taken ill there 

* one evening, and her Son's lending this informant his great coat. And further 

« faith, that during his ſtay at 4bbo;ſbury he ſat ſeveral evenings at the kitchen. fire 
with the ſaid Mary, George and Lucy Squires ; and that he, this informant, left Ab- 

« botſhury on the 14th of January, and that they left it about two or three days 


* before. And this informant ſaith, that he is the more particular and certain as to 


e the times of his this informant's ſo coming to and leaving Abbet/bury as aforeſaid, 


from this informant's having ſeen the entries of the proceedings at Abbotſbury in the 
'66 


books of the Exciſe, which are of this informant's hand writing, and are now before 


„ him, and which he had from the Exciſe-office in London for that purpoſe. And 
_« Jaſtly, this informant faith, that he, this informanr, on, or about the 7th day of 


„ February laſt read a new's- -paper to his mother at Dorcheſter, wherein there was ſome 


account of Mary Squires the gypley- woman being taken up for a robbery, upon 
which this informant in great ſurprize ſaid to his mother, this can't be, for this is 


the woman I ſaw at Abboiſoury whilſt I was, there officiating for Mr. Ward. 


Taken this 26th day of March 1752, at my" 
Manſi . London, before me, \ 


tw Gaſcoyne, Mayer.” 


"ils Wake. 


What ONT” 2 this man to ent all chat had been ſaid, 


5 but that all which had been ſaid was true? 


The patrons of the e Girl however fill een to doubr.. 


While I was enquiring after truth, Camning's friends did not 


neglect to make their enquiries. 


It is very well known what _ Mr. Fielding took. I am 


_ credibly aſſured, that Mr. Arbuthnot of Weymouth near Abbot 


bury, a gentleman of fortune, in conſequence of his requeſt, 
made enquiry into the truth of the Gypſies having been there, 
that he was fully ſatisfied, and received certificates from more 


than ſixty perſons of that fact, which were tranſmitted to 
Mr. Fielding. 


” 


. a. 
v.46: 
446 


| Saliſbury March 31, 1753. 


(a). 
1 with Mr. Fielding, who had before publiſhed ſo ak on 


this ſubject, had now obliged the world with the publication of 


| thoſe certificates. 


To the other enquiries which had been made by the Girl's 


friends, and to the great candour of Mr. Cooper of Saliſbury, I 
am indebted for the following diſcovery ; which I beg leave to 
lay before You, not as evidence of the Gypſey's innocence, think- 
ing that unneceſſary, but as evidence of their principles. 


-To 0 the right bonourable the Tord. ue. of London. 


ee My LORD, 


EE actor i is a copy of the accounts given me by perſons of undoubted 
veracity of Coombe this morning, concerning an old gypſey-woman who paſt 
through that place the 14th of January, and is believed to be the ſame woman HOW 


1 


under condemnation, and in the bearer Mr. Acreman's cuſtody. | 


The occaſion of my going to Combe on this buſineſs was from a letter I received 


by the laſt poſt from Mr. John Miles of Birchin Lane, requeſting me as he was 


4 


concerned for Elizabeth Canning to ſend him the beſt accounts I could get of Gre. 
vill*s character; and if any others pretended to have ſeen Squires there. 

As your Lordſhip appears from the public papers to have candidly intereſted 
Vourſelf in the diſcovery of the truth of this matter, I did intend (had not this op- 


«cc 


_  portunity by Mr. Acreman offered) to have tranſmitted the incloſed ro your Lord- 


<« ſhip, and if there be any need of the parties being further examined or ſworn, I ſhall 


25 be _ to d any my therein which your E ſhall requeſt ol me, ho 


. * My Lord, with great reſpect, 
« Yo our. Lori $ moſt obedient bumble je ſervant, 


« JOHN COOPER.” 


5 Ie 3 ( bre to farmer John 8 of Combe) iu. an old gypſey- es 


woman came to the pariſh of Coombe, Sunday the 14th of January laſt, about two 

„ O' clock in the afternoon, to their houſe (his maſter's), told his fellow-ſervants their 

«« fortunes, and got money of them: and that he drew her a pint of ale: ſays ſhe is a 
very remarkable woman, and he believes about ſixty years of age; rather above the 


ordinary ſize in ſtature, with Feat lips, and a very odd fort of blacking colour 
« round her mouth and chin. . 


« Richard Armour ( head carter to farmer Jebn Harwocd ) ſays this old woman 


„(the gypſey) told his fortune with his fellow-ſervant's, that it was on Sunday the 


& 14th of January laſt: Well knows it was that day, becauſe it was the ſame day 
* one Curtis, a farrier, came over to the pariſh : ſays, ſhe got two-pence out of him 
« (viz. Armour) and invited him over to Grevill's, at the lamb : where, ſhe ſaid, ſhe 
% quartered ; and told him ſhe had a book there, and could tell him his fortune ex- 
«ally: ſays, ſhe is rather ſtoutiſn than otherwiſe, has great thick lips, and an odd 
e reddiſh colour round her chin; believes her upwards of fifty years of age. 
Robert Merchant (another ſervant of farmer Job Harwood's) ſpeaks to much 
„ the ſame effect; and adds, that the old gypley-woman cheated him out of ſix- 
++ pence tor which he wiſhes her hanged : but agrees, in all reſpects, with his fellow- 
& lervants. 

„Martha Waters (living with farmer Jobn Harwood ) ſays the old gypſey-woman | 
« told her her fortune alſo, and that ſhe gave her money; and deſcribes her as the old 


gypſey-woman, who was at Grevill's Sunday the 14th of January laſt. 


« Ann Whitmarſo (ſiſter to farmer Fobn Harwood) lays, ſhe ſaw the gypſey-woman 
« in the pariſh, and with her brother. s ſervants, at the time ſpoken of. 


2 | « Mary 


Saliſbury 10th April, 1753. 


( 25) 


q Grevill (the mother of -Thomas Grevill who gave evidence for Mary Squires 
« on by trial) ſpeaks politively to the old gypſey-woman, as above-deſcribed, Ye e 


« at their houſe (the Lamb in Coombe) Sunday the 14th of January laſt : and days, = 


<«< came to their houſe ſoon after noon, _ 
Mary Grevill (the daughter) ſays ſhe lives i in the ſame houſe, and confirms what 


the mother ſays. 


«© Note. Both mother and daughter fay the old nnen had a young man 


« and woman with her. 


«© All the before-named witneſſes ſay, that if they were to ſec Mary Squires, they 
<« ſhould certainly know her at firſt ſight, if ſhe be the old gypſey-woman who came 


through their pariſh of Coombe. 


« Farmer Fohn Lipps, the ſaid farmer John Harwood, and farmer William Harwood, 
e all reputable men, and the principal land-holders in Coombe, ſpeak to the good cha- 
yy racer of Tf — Grevill ( who 1 was the evidence for Sguires.) 


From the perſeverance of Gin s friends, I confelh I was in- 


ined. to doubt whether Mr. Cooper had ſent Mr. Miles theſe 


teſtimonies ; I therefore wrote to that gentleman to be informed; 
his anſwer, with the further unexpected evidence * ſent me, 1 


: alſo inſert, 


00 Mx LORD, 


INCE I ſent your Lordſhip the ORR account tof the teſtimony collected at 
kP Coombe concerning the old gypley-woman, I had an opportunity of taking down 


2 ſome additional evidence on this matder, which 1 for Jour Lordſhip 8 in- 

«6 ſpection. 85 . 

AI am really farptized, what neither Mr. Fielding nor Dr. Hill ſuſpet that Elizaberb TOO 
4 © Canning might abſent herſelf, to cover the ſhame of a lying-in; and which, if it 
were the caſe, would account for the meagre poor condition ſhe Arann in, and 8 
„ the time of her abſence. 


« I return your Lordſhip thanks for your good opinion of me: and . ſhall be 


Bs ready to aſſiſt as far as I can to bring this ſtrange affair to light. 


25 61 am, with due reſpedt, 
> Honoured 8 IR. 
« Your Lordpip! s „ 
-« Sadie bunble ſervant, 5 


„ JOHN COOPER,” | 


7 §. Mr. Miles had : an exact aasee of he eftimonics ſent your Lordſhip, 


1 George $towell of the 3 of Honnington hoe-maker, ſays, he was at Crevilis 


* houſe, the Lamb in Coombe, betwixt one and two of the clock, Sunday the 14th of 
6. Fanuary laſt—that he ſaw in the houſe an old Scrow-faced odd-looking * woman, 
„ ſhould eaſily know her again—that there were with her a young fellow, who had a 

| «& tolerable good look; and a young woman: ſays, he well knows it was the 14th of 

« Fanuary, becauſe he went to ſettle accounts ia the pariſh that day, and to pick up 


© ſome money: and. did account with dame Grevill that ſame day. 
George Lawes of Coombe—fſays, he was in Grevill's houſe the Sunday; ſaw the 
<« old gypſey there: ſays, ſhe was @ disfigured old woman, f very remarkable. 

« Foſeph Hayter, 727. he aw the old ey. woman on the down: coming to Jab 
en 


* The iet own words. n The witneſs own words, 


1%) 


66 ; Jobn Barber of Coombe, Gent, ſays, that the day Thomas Grevill was ſubpoenaed 
ce to attend at London, he came with the ſubpoena to him; and defired his advice, 
if he was obliged to go; and ſhewed great unwillingneſs to go to town about this 
e buſineſs: but Mr. Barber telling him it was his duty to attend on ſuch an occaſion, 

and obey the ſubpoena ; he went to give his teſtimony; which Mr. Barber believes 
© he gave honeſtly. | 
« Mr. Joſeph Elderton (an Attorney) came from London the 16th of January laſt, 


in a polt-chaize to Saliſbury ; ſaw about midway, a great my ſailors, who ſaid 
they had been caſt away; and " aſked relief of him. 


La 


4 


cc 


What but the force af truth, OA TTY could have produced 
ſo much unſought-for Silence !— Mr. Cooper was a ſtranger to 
"me; 1 have not yet the pleaſure of his acquaintance. 


But aſter ſuch e, what part ſhould: Canning s friends 
have taken ? of that You will judge; I will only inform You of 
their actions. Trey STILL PROTECTED THE GIRL—PROSECUTED 


THE THREE COUNTRYMEN, AND THIRSTED AFTER THE Convicr' 8 
BLOOD. 6 


The time now dinning: near for the report * the convicts, 1 


thought it my duty to lay the foregoing evidence before His Ma- 
on icky, accompanied with the following: Memorial, 


i To THE King's Mosr EXCELLENT Majesrv, 


— MA 11 PLEASE Your MAJESTY to permit Your dutiful ſubject the Mayor 
IRE: of your faithful city of London, with the moſt profound humility and re- 
4 ſpect, to repreſent to Your Majeſty, that before the trial of Mary Squires for the 
<« robbery of Elizabeth Canning, and of Suſanna Wells as acceſſary, many unfair re- 
. preſentations were printed and diſperſed, which could not fail to excite public * 
J judice againſt them. | 5 
he fatal conſequence whereof, in depriving chaſe r . of a mate- 
rial part of their evidence, appears from the informations now laid before Tour 8 
Majeſty — and is a melancholy truth well known. _ 
„ Thoſe proceedings, together with the improbability of the 1 3 ohis ee 
trariety of the evidence, engaged me from the “ high ſtation I have the honour 
to bear, to expreſs my oy to Your Majeſty, and the public, by making this 


c enquiry. 


In which the utmoſt caution has been obſerved— all the witneſſes have been 
4 ſtrictly, ſeparately; and publicly examined, and their credit well certified. 
Many other informations, to the ſame effect, have been offered; but I declined = 
„ troubling Your Majeſty with further evidence, as humbly apprehending it totally 5 
4 unneceſſary. | 
In the courſe of this enquiry, Virtue Hall, a 3 witneſs, voluntarily * 
e publicly retracted the whole of the evidence ſhe gave upon the trial. 
To this I preſume, by Your Majeſty's leave to add, that amidſt all the exami- 
nations I have taken, there has not appeared any variation or inconſiſtency, or the 
«. leaſt circumſtance or ſuſpicion, that could lead me to doubt the innocence of thoſe 
„ unhappy convicts. 


All which is humbly ſubmitted 0 Your Majeſty” s great wiſdom and judg ment, by 
wwe Tour Majehy 's faithful ſubjet, 
| « Crisp Gascovne, Mayer.” 


cc 


> The Lord- mayor of Takes is "Jody the firſt £4 Aſtor named i in the commiſſions of Oar 251 Ter- 
miner for the city of London, and goal- delivery of Newgate for London and Middleſex, conſequently i is the 


On 


ſupreme magiſtrate of the court. 


ls . 
On. the roth of April che repert was ecrdbugl ge when 
His Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to reſpite the execution of the 
Convict ſor ſix weeks, and to refer the conſideration of the evi- 
dence on both ſides (for evidence againſ? her had been pre- 
ſented) to His n e 1 Sollicitor- General. 


While thi reſervtice was « depending, the Girl's agents (un ferm 
in their purſuit) obtained warrants againſt the Countrymen, upon 
A fu ;ſpicion of per jury; and i in order to give an eclat to their pro- 
ceedings and to ſtrike terror, Canning s attorney, with the aſſiſt- 
ance of three other perſons, armed in a Wa extraordinary man- 

ner, went down to Abborſbury, © 
They arrived there the 2oth of April, without the leaſt diffi- 
culty took Gibbons and Clarke, and carried them to Dorcheſter : 


_ where Gibbons was n gE's on account of a Mi Ynomer f in the 
warrant. 


But as to Clarke, though he was couly to give bail, the juſtices | 


cCpuld not take it, there being no place aſſigned in the warrant 


Where the / fpefted perjury Was ſuppoſed to have been commit- 
ted; conſequently no juriſdiction Rated, at which the juſtices 
could bind him over to appear; thetefore he; poor fellow | was 
conducted, under this: ſtrong guard, to London, there confined = 
two nights i in the ſame attorney's houſe, and then bailed for his | 
 Apprarance. at the enſuing Seſſion. 1 
Why were theſe meti' Profecuted? Lecanle Canning was profe- 
cute; Why had not I notice ot thele warrants? they would 
have A map i nag. 91.2 177 
"2 11497 18 Bit S 4 
„in che Ape. Gelen ary 8 18 kt againſt Can- 
ning for perjury; and at the fame Seſſions, her fende (though 
poſſeſſed of ſuch abundant evidence of their innocence) preferred 
croſs bills of indictment a . Ich three County e ac- 
euling them of p perjury up wehe trial. dine 07 
Ther conſequence. of this was, all the bills were rejected. | 
| This, no doubt, Cazmning's' friends aimed ar; in this they ſucceeded 
 —they triumphed at the event. 


But ſuppoſing the three men ale, and Canning, innocent, 
where was tlie baüſe of their triumph 

I dun this event gave me concern and I was far from thinking 5 
an indictment leſs proper than before: ' Whatever is once right 
 BalwaysiTig ht: and cheſſame metives which induced me to have 
this wh eee obligecl me to prefer another at the e en- 
ſuing Seſton but upon . 


my Salts 
l 1 
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It was impoſſible all could be innocent, guilt muſt lie ſome- 


where, and it was, W POP it ſhould LEY Rf to ws 
and puniſed. 


The Attorney and Sollicitor General having 1 now. Amade their 
report, with their opinion, that the weight of the evidence was in 
the Convict's favour, His Majeſty was graciouſly n to grant 
her a free pardon. 

The alledged robbery, attended with ſuck terrible circum- 
ſtances, was a crime which all His Majeſty's humanity could not 
have pardoned. With that paternal affection to his ſubjects, 
which has made him more than in name the Father of his peo- 
ple, He remembers himſelf alſo their Judge, and pity ſometimes = 
mult yield to juſtice. 

Here without queſtion it muſt have yielded, and this moſt 


injured Woman ſuffered, had not the caſe now preſented itſelf i in 
a new light. OY 


. 2 — 
E „ Ta are, rr 

5 JJ · AAA . 
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Aſter 1 1 flattered myſelf Gm 8 len would have 
acquieſced, but I was deceived they ſtill perſiſted in their ad- 
vertiſements for evidence, declaring that they had freſh proofs 
continually coming in of her innocence, 4 

In the June Seſſion all the bills were again i W 1 
the ſucceſs was different, all of em (wo the general fatisfadtion „„ 
the unprejudiced) being found. 5 6 

That you may judge of the true motives of — the „ 
three Countrymen, I beg leave to remind you, that ſoon after 3 
theſe bills were found—a printed caſe was univerſally diſtributed 0 
by the friends of Canning, and afterwards publilbed i in the news- 

papers, declaring their unwillingneſs to have theſe cauſes tried 


till after the gth of November, meaning When my MAYORALTY 
would expire. 


In that Caſe is the following ſentemes : > fs ; 

% Jt before the Seſſion in June, Canning's friends were in- 

« formed another bill would be preferred againſt her at that Seſ- 
< ſions, as it was; and they THBREFORE were adviſed again to 
prefer bills againſt the 0551 ane. 


— he bills being now «found, 40 was my ant Jab as 1 Foe" ; 
the honour to preſide in the court where they were rg. _ 
that they ſhould be removed: 4 

Not = 1 diſtruſted my W or the imp rtiality * 


this court; but as I had ont from: the, e of ee 1 
wiſhed to dh all men. 
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The god of Canning deſired the ſame, fearing, or pretend- 
ing to fear, my influence or partiality. 

If this High Court of Joes did not eſcape their reflections, | 
how could I 3 Ke. f 

It being now the intention of all parties, that the cauſes 
ſhould be removed into the Kng's-Bench; an agreement in wri- 
ting was prepared by the ſolicitors, and approved of by Mr. 
Mafterman (as clerk in court for Canning) and Mr. Smith (as 
clerk in court for the Three men); but this propoſal, for ſeveral 
good reaſons, though ſuch as would ill become me to relate, was 
afterwards found impracticable. 

Though this event gave me great concern, ad onghe by no 
means to be imputed to me; yet, even from thence, Canning's 
friends took occaſion to load me with further reproaches. 

Was it proper, I could appeal to ſeveral great perſonages, that 
I was not the cauſe of it. —Mr. Maſterman himſelf, was it ne- 


n 1 make no queſtion, would do me that juſtice 


"Dating this 86 0 the Three Countrymen ſtayed | in Lon- 
don to wait the event; and upon the firſt notice that the cauſes 
could not be removed they appeared, and put in bail before the 
preſent Lord-Mayor and Mr. Alderman . for their — 
ance at the enfuing Seſſion. 


With this conduct of the Countrymen, let us \compare that of . 
the other ſide. T 
Notice was ſent to Canning' $ Fan for hs to appear, but ſhe 
did not; warrants were made out, but ſhe withdrew ; the fled i 
from Juſtice—ſhe was not to be taken, Vöo 


Tb Canning was n e 1 Glenda well knw: her 
guili could not remain ſo, if the Thiee Countrymen were tried— 
How to prevent it, was the e ſhall now ſee to o what 
hilfts they were reduced... 

Upon the laſt day of PER WET they caſt the court of 
* ing -Bench to be moved for Certiorari s, to remove the in- 
dictments againſt the Three men. 

But as the Girl had not yet appeared to the indictment apainſt 
"her, and as this ſtep was manifeſtly calculated for oppreſſion and 
delay; oppreſſion of the innocent, and the delay of what a mil- 
lion were eager to ſee explained, the motion was oppaleg-—it 


Was denied by the court, 


Here (for a 8 which will hereafter appear) it is proper to 


mention, that the late Lord Chief Jaſtice was not then preſent. 
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In the Yuh [Mons the Three i men A Appel according to their 
recognizances, pleaded to their indiftments, and per in bail a- 
gain, to take their trial at the next ſeſſion 

This is the behaviour of the honeſt, they have nothing to fear, 
to innocence all arts and ſubterfuges are infamous; all Ade in- 
dications of Bout: 


8 The Seprenther ſion now Aras near—— the Country- 
men are preparing for their trial, but ſhe ſtill abſconds; her 
friends did not chuſe ſhe ſhould be tried, but contrived, [e- 
 eretly contrived, by every means in their power, to prevent their 
trial alſo, _ 

'The ſame. motives which 1 hath to conceal her guilt, ur- 
ged them to conceal. their innocence. 


On the other hand, the defendants, to ſhew their fairneſs, Bin. - 
neceflarily) gave notice of trial to their proſecutors, that they 5 


might be ready, or that they might be left without excuſe. = 
Aſter this notice and a ſolemn preparation for trial, none 


Joubted but it would come on; there could be no reaſon for 


doubting it ; the proſecutors | had not — the 8 80 5 intima- | 
tion, to the contrary. _ 


Towards the cloſe of the lion this day. of isl came; FR - 


what came with it? not that open accuſation that had been ex- 
pected, but, inſtead of that, three writs of Certiorari for remov- 
ing theſe indidtments, into chat very court which had before r re- 
fold them, were now produced. 
The court were ſurprized ! all preſent were aſtoniſhed 7 
Ih be perſon who brought them was aſked xd what means + he 
came by them, and how they were obtained his anſwer was, 
be received them from Mr. Miles, a diſtiller ; but he knew u 
gg Further, : 
'The Judges, diſſatisfied with this account, od upon the 3 
| K z. upon which I withdrew, having always determined and 
publicly declared, that I would not preſide 1 in the court while 
thoſe cauſes were ties 
Ihe trials now came on, and al the witneſſes upon the in- 
dictments were three times called, but only one of them an- 
ſwered; and ſhe, poor woman, being ſworn, declared ſhe knew 
nothing of the matter.. 
It being the deſire of the defendant s council that they ſhould 
(if poſſible) be acquitted upon evidence, the proſecutors were 
ſent for by the court, but not one of them appeared; the Defen- 
dants were therefore acquitted, without calling one of their fifty 
N 3 witneſſes, 


. 


8 N 
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witnefſes, who attended at a great expence; and an inquiry was 


en 84 the court, how gs Writs bad been obtained E717 


How that was, permit me, Gentlemen, briefly to relate, as that 
matter has made a great noiſe in the world. 


Altho' the court of King s-Bench had fuſed thoſe writs, ab- 


plication was made to Mr. Maſterman to make them out; but 


that gentleman too well knew his duty, and the reſpect due to 
the ſolemn judgment of that ſupreme court. 

This attempt having proved fruitleſs, they applied to Mr. 53 | 
thorpe's clerk (in that gentleman's abſence) for one writ to remove 


one of the indictments only. 


This clerk, unacguainted with what the court had deed, 5 


very innocently prepared it, and applied to the Lord Chicf Ju- 
ſtice (as a matter of courſe) to ſign the fiat. 


His Lordſhip, aninformed that it related to one of the writs 8 


the court had refuſed, ſigned it accordingly. 


Having /o far ſucceeded, his Lordſhip's Land was by the ſane 


means, and on the very Jay the trials were to come on, obtained 
do the 7wo other fiats. | 


You will demand, perhap 85 Gentlemen, why was this double 


Shade. this double application, when one trouble * baue 5 
ſerved? £44 


You are not in the ſecret of fb ein Ee 
Had the three fiats been brought to his Lordſhip all together, | 


the number might have created ſuſpicion, (as tis more than pro- 
re bable, his Lordſhip might have been informed of the determina- 

tion of the court) — jy hopes of ſucceſs ee £ on the de- 

cepcion. 1 


Does any require proof of as, it may. be had. 
Tho' the late Lord Chief Juſtice is not living to declare him- 


gal, yet there are thoſe of unqueſtioned credit, who had the ho- 
nour of frequently being near his perſon, who have heard his 


Lordſhip often declare, he Would not, e have el 
theſe fan,, | 


Tho' theſe writs did not prevent * Three men's acquittal, yet 


Canning's friends from thence framed an excuſe (ſuch as it was) 
for producing no witneſſes againſt them upon their trial ; and 
thereby robbing them of the opportunity of — to the 
world their innocence by evidence. "if 


' Thoſe writs alſo relieved 2he from the neceſſity of kad. 
Canning as a witneſs, and thereby ſubjecting her to a croſs exa- 
mination, 200 9 to be riſqued. 


Al 
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All this time + this iniemeiit nn c was depends 
writs upon writs, and warrants upon warrants, were made out to 
apprehend her, but ſhe was not to be found; at length every 
neceſſary ſtep, even to the Eee and proclamation, was taken 
to outlaw her. | 

She was publicly proclaimed at her Pariſh Chureh, upon thi 
Huſtings at Guildhall, and at the Quarter- ſeſſions, and her out- 
lawry almoſt perfected; and then in the February Seſſion, but 
not before, ſhe appeared, pleaded, and gave bail to take her 
trial at the enſuing Seſſion. fie 


1 hall now, Gentleteh, lay before You the condud I obſerved 15 

in the further proſecution of Canning. 

he repeated advertiſements publiſhed by her? Kiens * evi- 

dence, the dangerous tendency of ſuch invitations to perjury, the 

influence thoſe temptations already had over the minds of the 

weak and the wicked, and the prefudice which ſtill prevailed in 
her favour, would not ſuffer me, in a matter of ſuch general con- 
cern to public juſtice, and of ſuch moment to myſelf, to reſt 


1 charge upon the evidence already diſcloſed; eſpecially as the 
' Notoriety of the principal facts, neceſſary to be proved, would 


| 40 eaſily afford ſtill more abundant teſtimonies. . 
And as experience demonſtrated that the 1 7 
| ning” s friends were purſuing, were likely to furniſh them with 


ſome ſort of evidence to encounter any facts, however obviouſly 2 


true, they ſhould be apprized of, it became highly proper for 
me to act with reſerve ; ; and the more fo, as they had never com 
municated to me any part of their {OOO or any * their. | 
intentions. | 
My firſt purpoſe therefore (u1 uncom \municated to them) 3 was to ö 
prove more fully the alibi of the Gypſey. 5 
For this end, Mr. Willis, of Dorcbeſter (happening to "HY in 
London) was 10 obliging, as, upon his return into the country, 
to take George Squires with him, in order to aſcertain the places, 
he, his mother and ſiſter had quartered at between Abborſbury 
and London, and their three laſt * before their arrival at 
Abborſoury. 
It may be reaſonably aſked, why all this trouble ? Could not 
Squires or his ſiſter inform me? they could not, and I won 
dered at it, they could only recollect the names of three or four 
places. 
F But whatever evidence this may be of their ignorance, his rea- 
dineſs to accompany Mr. Willis to ſhew him the Places he could 
not name, was, with me, a moſt convincing proof of his inno- 
CENCE, 4 „%% 


2 „ 


The ſucceſs of this expedition anſwered. my expectations, and 
furniſhed me with ten times more evidence than ever Was wanted 

upon any occaſion. 

Being thus poſſeſſed of further opportunities of illuſtrating 
this truth, I ordered their whole rout, as twere, from S 
Perrot to Endfeld to be proved upon the Trial. 

And accordingly about forty witneſſes from South-Perrot, 1yn- 
1 s Gap, Lytton, Abbotſbury, Porteſham, Ridgway, Dorcheſter, 

Chettle, Martin, Coombe, Saliſbury, Baſing ſtoke, Brentford, Page- 
Green, and End field (beſides Wake the exciſeman) attended, and 
were ſeparately examined, the Old Woman, her ſon, and daugh- 
ter, being preſent the Wale time in court, to be referred to. 
Thoſe witneſſes (many of whom had known the Old Woman 
for ſeveral years) gave their teſtimony with that clearneſs, cer- 
tainty, and conſiſtency, and with ſuch circumſtances to aſcertain 
the time, as proved this fact to the greateſt demonſtration. 
Lis too much to ſuppoſe, Gentlemen, that ſo many perſons 
| inhabiting ſo many different places, moſt of them ſtrangers to one 
another all of unimpeached characters, and totally ditintereſted, 

- ſhould unite in ſuch a fal ſhood. 

Here I can't help teſtifying my great regard for the Rev. Mr. 
Harris, and the Rev. Mr. Sanſbury, Rector of Lytton, for their ready 
| ſervices upon all occafions; but particularly for their generous at- 
tendances upon the ſeveral trials, in kapport of the characters of 

their neighbours. _ 
Notwithſtanding the notoriety of the Groley's 8 innocence, a 5 
irrefiſtable force 5 all this evidence, and the teſtimonies to con- 
firm it which Canning's friends were poſſeſſed of, ſeveral perſons, 
thus invited by advertiſements, and encouraged by faction, ſwore, 
poſt tively ſwore, to their having ſeen this Gypſey at End field, at 
different times, between Chriſtmas and the 24th of January. 
Some pretended to remember the times by written evidence, 
Zut without Producing any; and in one inſtance, where the writ- 


ten evidence referred to, was ſaid to be in the hands of Mr. + 


Smithram, a man of character at Endfield, I ordered it to be ſent 
for Mr. Smithram himſelf produced it, and it proved the very 
_ contrary of what the witneſs had e eee ſwore ſhe ſaw the 
3 at Eudſield on the 18th of January, the written evidence 
proved it was the 25th— ſome pretended to have ſeen her cur- 
ſorily, and ſome at great diſtances - hilſt others ſpoke poſitive- 
ly as to the time, yet could not tell whether Chriſmas happened 
in June or December ; and J don't remember that any two of 

them ſpoke to their ſeeing her at the ſame time. 
Some of theſe witneſſes might be only miſtaken 3 and I with 
my charity could plead thus Aist for the reſt. 


2 | I 
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1 ſpeak it with concern, ſeveral of them were puilty of per- 
jury, and may be caſily proved ſo, even from their own acknow- 
ledgments. 


But if. I am not called upon, for the fake: Fg public Juſtice 


to maintain this aſſertion; ; 'tis time for me to be at reſt. 


Having now, Gentlemen, removed, I hope, all ſufpicion of 
guilt from the Gypſey, my next ourpoſe was more fully to fix 


it upon her accuſer, By: thewing the aten of her pretended con: 


finement. 


As Canning was boſitive in her er againſt Squires, it. 


may be aſked, Why all this trouble? Did not the innocence of 
Sguires neceſſarily involve in it the guilt of Canning * 
In any other caſe hut Canning s, it might be ſo—it is too much 


to impute ſuch a falſe ſwearing (attended with ſuch dreadful con- 


ſequences) to a miſtake—ſuch a miſtake, to call it one, would 
-- ÞE highly criminal and unpardonable. ext} 
But in her caſe, ſhe was protected by a party, and mah per- 
Jury was dreaded. — Therefore further evidence was required. 


Alter this Girl's pretended return to her mother's, Who was 
the firſt frranger, that came in to ſee her ? Her near neighbour 


Robert Sharrat. 


He aſked her, where 3 you been? “ "bs: 0 on the ” 
© Hertford road, for J /aw the. Hertford coach paſs by. How © 
far ot 7.66 About IO 07 II miles,” III lay a guinea to a far- 

thing, SHE HAS BEEN AT MOTHER WrIIs“ s: She replied, e. 

1 . Leue I have, fir 1 beard the name. 4 of Wills, or 7 Wells, ors 


mentioned.” 


5 appeared upon Sharrat's J own \ evidence ; - *tis needleſs to 
5 obſerve upon it. I GT (LATED 


Here, for a reaſon that ill: hereafter appear, tis proper to 
take notice, that Mell never kept her hay in the room 
deftin'd for Canning 8 prifoc,” when Starrat uſed to frequent : 


her houſe. 5 


Ow the 2 it of Fanuary, Clanving' 8 other: wh 515 We ” 


and ſeveral others, accompanied her before Mr. Alderman Chizty, 

at Guildhall, whers; upon her examination, ſhe gave the follow- 
ing account which was reduced into writing, by that worthy'1 ma- 
giſtrate, and proved upon the trial. 


Ama Minutes 
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Minute token ußon the. Extenldation ” Elizabeth Canning on the 3 7 of Ja 
FEI N of 5 35 a e Alderman Chitty, at Guild-Hall. 


6 Lizabeth Gin ſwore, that on laſt New 2. ear*s- Day as he was returning from 
66 her uncle's at Sa//petre-Bank, as ſhe came along by the dead wal! againſt Beth- 
TY Jam in Moc fields, about or near ten o'clock at night, ſhe was met by two men, who 


„ ſtopped her and robbed her of half a-guinea, three ſhillings, and a half- penny, alſo 
s her gown from off her back; ſhe ftruggled and made a noiſe, and then one of them 
80 ſtopped her mouth with ſomething like a handkerchief, and fwore that if ſhe made 


any noiſe or refiſtance they would kill her, and then hit her a blow over the head 


„ and ſtunned her, and forced her along through Biſhopſgate ſtreet, each helding her up 


% under the arms, but did not remember any thing more that paſſed; and did not come to 
% herſelf till about half an hour before ſhe came to Eufield-i aſb, fo called, as ſhe has 
«© learnt ſince, to Wells's houſe there, and put her in where were ſeveral perſons i in the 


room, and they ſaid ſhe muſt do as they did, and if fo, ſhe ſhould have fine cloaths, 
„Sc. ſhe ſaid ſhe would not, but would go home, and refuſed compliance; and 


46 then à WOMAN forced ber up "ſtairs into a room, and with a caſe-knife ſhe had in her 


4 hand cut the lace of her ſtays, and took them away; and told ber there was bread and 


e qvater in the ſaid room, and, if ſhe made any noiſe, would come 4p immediately and 


cut her throat; then went out, and locked the door, and never fee her, nor any one 
„ of them ſince, till after her eſcape ; which bread was in quantity about a quarter of 


<<< a peck loaf in pieces, and about three quarters of a gallon of water, or little more, 


<< in a pitcher, as ſhe ſuppoſed ; on which only ſhe ſubſiſted, and a penny minced- 
60 Pye, till ſhe got away, which was the 29th day, about half an hour after three 
<< o'clock to four in the afternoon, and then made the beſt of her way to town to her 
„ mother's, the bottom of Aldermanbury. She further ſaid, on enquiry, had no ſtool 


all the time, only made a little water—She ſaid there was an old ſtool or two, an 


old table, and an old picture over the chimney—two windows in the room, one 


«« faſtened up with boards, the other part ditto and glaſs; which latter ſhe made a hole 


in, by a pane removing, and forced part open and got out on a ſmall ſhed of boards or 
 **. pent-houſe, AND so SLID DOWN, and jumped on a bank behind the ſaid houſe, and 
* ſo got into the road and 1888 to her mother” s that night, which was a ten 1 

88 0 clock. „ onde os 


kr Alderman Chitty further atteſted, 1 ſhe deſeribed the | 
room ſhe ſaid ſhe had been confined in to be a little, ſquare, 


| dark or darkiſh room—that ſhe made no mention of any hay be- 
ing in the room, and declared ſhe lay upon the boards. 


He likewiſe added, that ſhe ſaid the number of pieces of led 


ſhe found in the room were five or fix x, and that ſhe left ſome of 
the water when {he made her eſcape. 


This account of the room being totally different "Oh all the | 
deſcriptions I had received of it, I ordered a model and plan to 


be taken of it, and which were produced upon the tryal. 


This room runs along the eaſt-ſide of Well's houſe, and the 
entrance to it is from the kitchen, by a flight of eight ſteps, 
which are cut out of the floor, and are part of the room itſelf: 


it is thirty frve feet eight inches long, and only nine feet eight i in 


ches wide, —Its walls are only thin lath and plaſter, and of the 


coarſeſt kind, ſo that any part of it may be broken down with 


the oreateſt caſe ; it has 720 ceiling or covering but the tiles, — 


On 


2 


(36 ) . 
On the eaſt-ſide is an open caſement window; about three foot 
from the floor, and nine feet and one inch Tom the ground, 
which had never been faſtened, and is large enough for a luſty 
man eaſily to get out of. On the a by is the window out 
of which Canning, (when in the room on the 1ſt of February) 
pretended ſhe eſcaped ; and about nine yards diſtant from chi 
window is a common pond for watering of horſes, ſituated in 
full view of this window, and upon which ſeveral perſons uſed to 
Aide during the froſt in January and on the weſt-ſide of the 
room there has been for many years a large hole (through which 
a jack- line had paſſed) which commands the light of the whole 
kitchen. 
he ſides it was moſt apparent that there "neither was, or ever 
could have been, a ſhed of boards, a penthouſe, or _ ching like 8 
it under either of the windows. 
So remarkable is this room alſo in acer inſtances, tis impoſli- 
ble thoſe, who have once ſeen it, can ever forget it; tis the 
moſt inſecure priſon in the world, and of itſelf bears luda 
teſtimony againſt Canning. 
Il Will not, Gentlemen, miſpend your time e by comparing the 
room and its furniture with Canning's account before the magi- 
ſtrate; the obſervations ariſing from thence are obvious, and 
cannot poſſibly eſcape Vou. . 
Mr. Alderman Chitiy having iſſued his warrant to apprehend : 
TV ells, many gentlemen, moved by compaſſion towards the ſup- 
| poſed injured Girl, ſet out the next day to apprehend her; and 
_ afterwards Canning herſelf followed in a chaize accompanied by 
her Mother. —When they came there, they could not find any 
room, which at all anſwered her deſcription. This room, called 
the hay loft or work-ſhop, was the laſt ſuſpected ; neither the 
room or its contents in any wiſe agreeing with her account. 
It is already * mentioned that Scarrat and Adamſon, after fee- 
ing ſo much hay in this room, toſſed up who ſhould | go and meet 
che chaize, 22 that it fell to Adamſon $ lot. 
When the Girl arrived, ſhe was placed in the 11 Ke 5 
near twenty minutes, in full view of this room, the door leading 
into it being open all the time, yet ſhe appeared totally wncon- 
cerned, and never pretended ſhe had been confined in it; but on 
the contrary, ſuffered herſelf to be taken all about the bouſe in or- 
der to pitch upon the place of her confinement. 
But this is not all—ſhe fixt upon the fair-caſe of the houſe to 
be the fairs leading to ber pretended priſon.—to uſe her own words, 


i. Tuxse ARE THE STAIRS I WAS PUSHED UP, — All this ber 


ee hel. Hagar, Naſt, and lll t, TRE 


N own e e and 


rant hs 


For men ignorance, and for Wc a minltke, whar other rea - 
ſon can be fairly aſſigned, but that the never had been there be- 


fore > 


Canning being altered; 8 into the bey loft, (here che 
hay was) fixed upon that to be the room. 


i 3 7 % TOE 
/ +. Adam acknowled ged bis fur 


prize at the miſtake. 
I be ſtair-caſe of the Boule diredly: Gia ills Abet door, f is 


5 ſituate between the parlour and the kitchen, has no communica- 
tion with the hay-loft, is widely remote from the little flight of 


| 1555 n into that place, and as $ unlike it as truth to falſe- 


© Beſides, as this flight of ſteps is tet of the room itſelf, 1 


* it poſſible that a "= who had ever been confined there, 


but for one Na, 


ould in three days after be o very o 


After what had paſſed I will appeal to the delt partial r man 


living, if ſhe. could have fixed upon this place, was it not for the 
_ circumſtance of the hay, though a circumſtance neither ſhe or 
; Sharrat knew of before. 
P pon ber trial, Adamſon (to whoſe lot it fell to meet the chaize) | 
declared he did not indeed tell her there was hay in the room, 
but only aſted her if there was any hay in the room. 
In the like manner Sharrat and Adamſon acknowledged upon 
2 the trial, that they aſked her f many other queſtions concerning the 
things Which were there, but without propoſing a ſingle queſtion 
to her concerning what was not there. Such was the candid 
method they purſued to come at the truth. 
Canning having now been in the room 9 for a few mis 
nutes, tis amazing how ſoon her eyes were opened. She was 
now enabled in her information before Mr. Fielding to ſay ſhe 
was puſhed up a pair of ſtairs into a back room like a hay-loft, 


with a ſmall parcel of hay in it, and upon the trial adds, that 


there were about five "Preps leading into it, and that the door 1 is 
; at the bottom of the ſtairs in the kirchen. = ef - 
In the like manner Canning having now fixed upon the moſt 
remarkable woman in the univerſe to be the perſon who had robbed 
her, in ber information before Mr. Fielding calls her an O 


590 y woman, a deſcription ſhe never gave before. 


RN How ſhe came to fix upon this Gypley i it ls Proper to mention, 
Mello being certainly the perſon intended. 


When her friends arrived, all the family were ſecured in 1 the 
Parlour to wait her coming. . 


]uſt before her arrival, Squires by Ede . wa the place 
Wells bad juſt before fat in 


-As ſoon as Canning entered the 


L 2 | wonf, 


(38) 


room, ſhe-fixed upon Squires, and, in the opinion of ſome, ho 


were there, before ſhe had ſeen | her face: an accident to which , 


Walls probably owes her lite. 


| Beſides the foregoing circumſtances, her various s contradiftons 


are further evidences againſt her. | 
Before Mr. Alderman Chitiy, ſhe ſwears © «i was robbed bs a 


woman in the room ſhe pretended ſhe was confined in.” In 


her information before Mr. Fielding, ſhe {wears © ſhe was robbed 
ce by an Old Gypſey in the kitchen.” 


Before Mr. Alderman Cbitiy, that - I were ; No or fix 


pieces of bread only; In her information before Mr. Field- 


ing, © they are multiplied to 7wernty-four.” 
Before Mr. Alderman Chitty, that © ſhe left ſome F; the water, 


« when ſhe came away; — before Mr. Fielding, that ſhe Rnd 
wes , conſumed it all on Friday the 26th of January, and conti- 
<« nued till the time of her eſcape without having any thing to 
drink; and upon the tryal of N that “ ſhe drank the 


* laſt of it, about half an hour before ſhe eſcaped.” 


Thus in that ſingle article is ſhe guilty of a triple contradiction, 
although it concerned a thing, which muſt. be freſh in her me- 


mory, and, if it had ever happened, would have been too ſtrongly 
imprinted, ever to be defaced ; they cannot all be true ; which 


of em then ſhall we receive as "ue 7 


Hardſhips pretended to have been Ne TY may SER loſe their 


places; in the memory; but ſuch, as have 98 happened, never can. 


Ihe laſt ie of my enquiry hich I ſhall 1 before Vou on 
this head of evidence, are the teſtimonies of the following per- 


ſons from Endfield-W aſh, and its neighbourhood. 


Jobn Howit, a carpenter, the ſon of Suſanna Wells by a . 
mer huſband, proved that he left his tools in the room in que-. 


ſtion, on the 19th day of January; and that he fetched them out 


i the next day, and then ſaw Judith Matus in bed in that room. 


on Sarah Howit, his ſiſter, proved that ſhe was often in that 
room in the month of January, and particularly on the 8th of 
that month was looking out of the little window in the Eaſt-fide 


of it with Virtue Hall, and ſaw Edward Allen, Giles Knight, 
and John Larney in the field behind the houſe,” one of them 


being lopping a tree there, near the Eaſt- window of this room; 
and that they diſcourſed with her and Virtue Hall tor ſome time 


as they ſtood looking out of the window. 


Edward Allen, G tles Knight, and Fohn Larney 1 "A 


Sarah Howit's evidence, as to the lopping the tree, and the con- 
verfation that paſſed ; and in which they were themſelves con- 
armed as to the time by Mr. John Cantril, a man of character, who 


has | 


by 


3 


AS 06 


77 
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has kept an inn juſt oppoſite to Mrs. Wellis for many years, 
and gave a public dinner to them and others the following day, 
and who alſo proved the . the hay into that room in the 
preceding Autumn. 
Nobert White, proved chat he had often been in the kitchen, 
and ſeen Fortune Matus and his wife ſeveral times go into 
and come out of that room in January 1953. And, 
Esra Whiffm's ſon proved that he went with his father to fetch 
the ſign-poſt from Yells's, and confirmed his father's account, 
particularly as to the time; which was alſo further eſtabliſhed by 
one Mr. Living one, who, on the 8th of that month, joined 
with V hiffin in a note of hand, which was by agreement to be 
diſcharged in 10 or 12 days ; for which purpoſe V biſin on the 
18th was going to Mormleigb to borrow money, when he called 
in his way at Welles for the r and ſent it home by his 
ſon. 
If You add, Gen en, this further parol- evidence to that 
contained in the Informations before inſerted, and to the 
whole of ſuch evidence all the ſeveral Seen de already 
ſubmitted to Vou, ariſing from Canning's profound ignorance of 
the room or its furniture, before her friends had really been 
there, and from her contradictions already ſtated, without re- 
gard to any others I may trouble You with, can You then draw 
the leaſt concluſion in her favour? 
Each of theſe witneſſes coined the other, and i in i the whole 5 
7 there was a conſiſtency beyond all invention. 
Ihe credit of Mr. Ezra Whiffin and Fortune Marus only _ 
f objected to, and thoſe objections ſerved only; to add ente force 
to their teſtimony. : 
Mr. Whifjn had not me one third « the gentlemen who 
attended in ſupport of his character, before Canning's own coun- 
cil admitted it to be fully eſtabliſhed ; and as to Vazus, Mr. Bell, 
| who keeps the Four Swans at I. altham, in whoſe ſervice he has 
been above a year, atteſted that he is a very honeſt induſtrious 
fellow, that he never caught him in a lie, nor believed him 


= capable of telling one; that amongſt his ſeven other ſervants he 


wiſhed he had his equal, and that he raiſed his wages from Zo. 6d. 
Her week to 74. from his approbation o& his behaviour. 


In "oa however, to 1 that ſho was taken down to End- 
feld on the firſt of January, Canning friends produced one of 

the Stamford. Bill Turnpike: men, but no other witneſs ; he ſwore 
that . ſome day in the fore-end of Jo anuary between To and 
* 11 o'clock at night, but what day he kt not tell, as he was 

6 ſtanding at the Turnpike, he ſaw, by the light of a lamp, 


«© a woman walking along between two men, one before her and 
oh « the 


(49) 


8 che as behind, and that the man inflow her had hold of 


< one of her arms—that ſhe cried and' Jebbed very much, 17 7 

*<. that ſhe had on a light-coloured gown, and an apron.” 

al the women living it is impoſſible this could be Coming. 
In the ſame manner they attempted to prove hier return home 

0 the 29th of Fanuary 3 ; one witneſs declared that between 

four and five in the evening a young woman, whom he believes 


to be Canning, enquired of him at Endfield-waſh the way to Lon- 
don, and co mplained that ſhe had been frightened by a fanner's 
dog; yet that this interview happened two hundred yards diſtant 


and farther from London than the tanner's houſe. Here it is neceſ- 


fary to obſerve, that this tanner's houſe is near a foot- bridge; and 


that upon the trial of Squires, Sharrat declared he. aſked her, if 


ſhe perceived a tanner's houſe near the bridge, and . ſhe ſaid, 
be belicved there was. 


Another witneſs declared, that "4 ſaw a woman, whom he 
takes to be Canning, paſs by his door at Endfield- I/afh, and that 
| he aſked her if ſhe wanted a huſband, that the had a white hand 


and a whitiſh face, and he looked at her very wiſhfully. 


Anda third declared, that ſhe met her between three 41 "I 


ile from Wellis, and looking upon Canning, ſhe ſaid ſhe be- 


lieved i it was ber and that ſhe * ſhe T emember cd her «gan 


"Sick, dots. ty was the nature of the 8 produced; 


1 fied the cauſe it was to > ſupport, and better could not be ex- 


; pected. | 


I am not r rc that it b IND dee that e Hall f 
had recanted her recantation, and now ales to her evidence 
given at the trial of Squires : and that this has been aſſigned as a 


reaſon for my not producing her as a witneſs. _ 


Mere it lawful, it was certainly i improper ors me to 8 . 
2 her, in order to contradi&, upon her oath, what ſhe had before 
ſworn.— Vet ſhe attended, and Canning's fricneds: had notice and 
might, if they pleaſed, hw examined her to confirm her former 
; evidence; but they knew better : they knew how groundleſs we 


reports were of her Baring departed from her recantation. 0 


My next purpoſe was to trace, if poſſible, vides? or under 
whole direction Canning was, and the cauſe of her pretended ab- 


ſence, not as ſuch inquiry was N for Carving s Conviction, 


but for general ſatisfaction. 


Was an impoſtor diſpuniſhable t till 3 b of his impoſture | 


_ ſhall appear, publick ſecurity would ſoon be at an end: the con- 
cealed villain might ſwear what he pleated and i it muſt be true : 
_ unleſs 1 it could be reſolved, where was he? 1 
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_ Abſurd and dangerous as this doctrine is, it hath too much 


prevailed 1 in favour of Canning. 


I ſhall now ſtate ſome circumſtances hh are further evi- 


dences of her impoſture, and which have ſatisfied me, under 
-whoſe directions at leaſt ſhe hath been, 


After Canning had been taken down to Endfield upon the iſt 
of February, ſhe went to Juſtice Teſbmaker's at en and 


made her information in writing; which ſhe ſigned with her 
MARK in her Mother's preſence. 


She afterwards, upon the 7th of Fibendes, went from her Mo- 


bers houſe to Juſtice Fielding s with another information, already 
prepared, ſigned alſo with her Marx. 


Some of her writing was produced upon the trial, and it ap- 
peared ſhe- could write much better than moſt perſons in her 


ſation. 


Why then did ſhe den her mark, unleſs it was to appear i 


illiterate ? 


Will it be ſaid that ſhe who could take ſo W a Journey on 


the 1ſt of February, continued unable from thence to the 7th 
to write her name 7 


0 bs next ane, 1 is che ſhift, which her mother in two or ; 
three days after her daughter's ſuppoſed return produced to 


Mrs Mayle, formerly her midwife, and a friend to the family, : 
as the ſhift her daughter had worn during the month's abſence. _ 


| Had ſhe really been dragged down to Endfeld-IW aſh, con- 


fGaed without gown or ſtays in a dirty room, and had walked 


home eleven miles, through the dirt, on a public road, in a dark 


night, and in the very midſt of ne, what muſt have been N 
its condition? 


It was as clean as if ſhe had worn it but four or fu days, i. 


| had not one ſpeck of dirt upon it; nor any other appearance 
: which might have been expected 


The laſt circumſtance the 1 excuſed by this apology, Eo 


 thather daughter had ont cold at a eee about Jour 


or five months ago. 


Mrs. Mayle having firſt declared chis to ſome of her * 


afterwards came voluntarily to me e and atteſted it, for the ſake 
of * juſtice. 


1 ſhall; now lay before You a 1 in which I own it 


appears to me very ſtrange the mother and the daughter ſhould 
agre. 


Is | | Canning, 5 


(48) 1 

Canning, upon her examination before Mr. Alderman Chzzy, 
ſwore, that the two men who had robbed her forced her through 

Biſhopſgate-fireet, each holding her up under the arm.— The 
mother was preſent when ſhe ſwore it. 
This ſtory was ill concerted ; two men, who had thus robbed 
and ſtripped a young woman in Moorfelds, and intended to carry 
her to Endfeld, would ſcarce go half a mile out of their way in 
order, unneceſſarily, to bring her through a public ſtreet, which 
they could ſo eaſily avoid. —It this may not be called a falſehood, 

what from its incredibility can ever be called lo? 
But how much more ſurprizing is it, that the mother, during 
this pretended abſence of her daughter, ſhould cauſe the follow- 
ing Advertiſements to be inſerted in the Daily Advertiſer of the 

6 ad 208 Of Py, no OI OO pen nat 


* 


7 E Lizabeth Cannon went from her friends, between nine and ten of Monday night, 
„ between Houndſ/ditch and Biſbopſgate; ſhe is freſh-coloured, pitted with the 
„ ſmall-pox, high forehead, light eye-brows, about five feet high, eighteen years of 
age, well ſet; had on a maſquerade purple ſtuff gown, black ſtuff petticoat, a a 

e white chip hat bound round with green, white apron and handkerchief, blue ſtock- 

< ings, leather ſhoes.— [ Any COACHMAN REMEMBERS TAKING UP SUCH A PERSON, 

„ AND CAN (4) ]|— Any perſon that can give any account where ſhe is, ſhall have 
two guineas reward, to be paid by Mrs. Cannon in Aldermanbury-Poſtern, a ſawyer, 
56. which wit be great {auStacton ² Gum! ß 


(57% Note, It is ſuppoſed ſhe was forcibly taken away by ſome evil-diſpoſed perſon, 
5 as ſhe was heard to ſhriek out in a hackney-coach in Biſhopſgate-Street. If the 
* coachman remembers any thing of the affair, by giving an account as above, 

c he ſhall be handſomely rewarded for his trouble 


4 LEFT by her uncle and aunt in Houndſditch, about half-an-hour after nine in 
the evening, on Monday the firſt of Fanuary, a young woman upwards of eighhj- 
«< teen years of age, pitted with the ſmall-pox, high forehead, freſh- coloured, light 
eyes and eye-brows, dark hair, about five feet high; had on a maſquerade purple 
* {tuff gown, black quilted coat and green under- coat, blue ſtockings with red clocks, 
ec black leather ſhoes and clogs, white ſhaving-hat edged with green ribbon, white 
«© handkerchief and apron : the above young woman is ſuppoſed to be forcibly (by the 
« ſcreams and ſhrieks) taken into a coach by ſome ill-deſigned perſons, the ſame 
young woman not being ſince heard of. Any coachman, or perſons, that can give 
<« intelligence to Mrs. Cannon, ſawyer in Aldermanbury-Paſtern, near Fore-Street, ſhall 
<« have fix guineas reward, to be paid by Mrs. Cannon. [Tris 1s THE LAST TIME | 
© oF ADVERTISING. HAD IN HER POCKETS TWELVE SHILLINGS AND NINE-PENCE 
% HALF-PENNY (4). |” „„ 


WL 


Before I ſtate the obſervations which occur to me, on compar- 
ing theſe advertiſements with the daughter's account before Al- 
| EC ae rm ome ay derman 


(% This part of the Advertiſement was wrote by a different hand from the former part, and at a different 
* | time; but by whom did not appear upon the trial. | | EET | - 
N (ga) N. B. The words © [Any COACHMAN REMEMBERS TAKING UP SUCH A PERSON, AND cx“ 
| in the firſt Advertiſement ; and the words [THIS 1s THE LAST TIME OF ADVERTISING, —AND HAD IN 
4 HER POCKETS TWELVE SHILLINGS AND NINE-PENCE HALF-PENNY]” in the laſt, appears to have 
been ſtruck out of the Manuſcript draughts which were ſent to the printers, and are not incerted in the 
printed Advertiſements, ES: Ds 
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15 ( 43) 
deriiat' CBHirty, T' muſt acquaint Vo that we danghter in 


her information before Mr. Fielding fete, ** That, imme- 
<« diately after, they, the ſame two men, violently todk hold of 
„ her, and dragged her up into the gravel-walk that leads down 


e to Berhlehem-Gate in Moorfields, and about the middle thereof, 
of he, the faid man, that firſt held her, gave her, with his fiſt, a 
very violent blow upon the right temple, which threw her into 


wy” fit, and deprived her of her ſenſes, which fits, ſhe, this in- 
« formant, faith, ſhe is accuſtomed and -fubje& to, upon being 


| frighted; and that they often continue for fix or ſeven hours, 


„ And this informant ſaith, that when ſhe came to herſelf, ſhe 


. perceived that ſhe was carrying along by the ſame two men 
« in à large road way: And faith, that in a little time after 
ce 


ſhe was ſo recovered, ſhe was able to walk alone; however 
they continued to pull her along, which ſo timnztdated and 


« frightned her, that ſhe durſt not call out for aſſiſtance, or ſpeak 


e to them. And this informant faith, that in about balf an 
hour after ſhe had fo recovered, they, the ſaid two men, car- 


<Q ried her this informant into u ells's Oy" at ocean] | 
e 


If Canning was in a fe, Tow cout he . ſhe was carried 


through Biſhopſgate-flreer ? And if ſhe was carried age oak that 


. how could ſhe ſwear ſhe was in a fit? 


But how came the mother, in her enen to mention 5 


5 Aa circumſtance her daughter afterwards {wore to? 


Upon the mother's croſs-examination ſhe declared, * had 
been informed, that her daughter had been carried through B. 


 ſhopſgate-fireet ; if ſo, why was not the perſon who gave her 


that intelligence produced ? Might not an examination of that 
perſon, probably, have led to a . diſcovery ? Is it not fair 


to conclude. there was a * reaſon for not e ſuch 
perſon ? 


But bebe the Fr was 6 As * not, the con- 


cluſion, either way, ſtrikes home; and 'tis evident: whoever in- 


| firufted the daughter, ſhe only ſpoke as ſhe was direfted.. 


Some other obſervations ariſe upon the face of the draughts of 


: thoſe advertiſements, which cannot eſcape You; I forbear to 
mention them, from an unwillingneſs to dwell on minute 


articles. A 


Within. a few 1 SIN the Aenne IJ fappoſed return, 
the mother. (as it appeared from her own mouth) acquainted ſe- 
veral of her neighbours, that ſhe had been at the conjureR's, 


hat he bid her be kàs v, that her DAUGHTER was under the 


CARE of an OLD WOMAN, and v RETURN Sonne * SAFE in 
a FEW DAYS, : 


4 : = Cle i A 


A true prophecy, indeed l but whence came this Cunning Man 
by all this knowledge? not from the Mother ſurely, ſhe ſhe | 
went to be informed: beſides, every one knows, that 88 pre- 
tenders. to that art ever. draw the ges from, their cuſtomers, f 
and retail it them back again. | 
But to be ſerious : if T_ Conjurdy, really told * Mother 5 
tis certain, that he muſt have received this intelligence from one, 
who knew under whoſe care the Daughter was; and if he did not, 
the concluſion is apparent. 
Under whoſe directions Canning was, upon Ng 5 an 
to whom the BED-GOWN belongs, erz prion: will now form his 
own Baze me | 319 57 — 5 


Far on triumphing at hs Git 8 „ ated as ike 

is, I wiſh her diſcovery, had been the means of intitling her to 
mercy, and of bringing thoſe more guilty to juſtice: but this 
.could not be expected ; the curtain, behind which the ſecret lay, 


was too cloſely drawn; and none but her own friends permitted 


to ſee her. —And thoſe who before protected her, as the tool of 
their politicks, in oppoſition t to — muſt not ao deſert her. 


GunTLEMEN, | 


Have thus laid before You my motives for. enquiring into the ; 
1 caſe of Squires, for proſecuting Canning, and for defending 
the Three Countrymen, with my whole proceedings therein; 
in all which I am not conſcious of the leaſt miſrepreſentation, 
or omiſſion of any thing worthy Your conſideration. 
Under theſe circumſtances, had I ſuffered the blood of a per- | 
Gia: I thought innocent, to have been ſhed without an enquiry, fo 
ceaſily to be made, and ſo much to be depended upon; had I ſuffered 


5 an impoſture ſo dangerous to ſociety to eſcape unnoticed, from 
the fear of the threatened conſequences to myſelf; or Rad „ 


fered the Three Innocent Countr ymen (unable to defend them- 
ſelves) to be cruſhed by the weight of power; what account now 

could I have rendered You for my condu@. 

The reproaches I have ſuſtained, for theſe my 8 to 
vindicate the laws of my country, 1 forbear to particularize, 1 
am willing to forget: nor ſhould I have taken any notice of the 
dangers I have been expoſed to, was I not prompted to it by 
the gratitude I owe My Lord-Mayor,: Sir Charles Aſsgill, and 
Mr. 3 Chitty, 85 expoſing their own perſons, for my 
ſecurity, to a numerous Ad tumultuous aſſembly of people, 
who, miſled by their own ignorance, and enraged by faction, 
inſolently dared, during the trial, and 1 in the very avenues lead- 


| . RT 11 3 ( 45 | ) | | ; i * 0 5 1 
ing to the court of juſtice, to threaten my life, in contempt 
of all law and authority. 1 5 


5 


My acknowledgments are alſo due to thoſe worthy Citizens, 
who, from compaſſion towards the poor Countrymen, readily 
became their ſureties, from time to time, for their appearance. 

What 1 did, as a man, my heart tells me was right; but as a 
magiſtrate, I readily ſubmit to Your judgment. 


12 
GENTLEMEN, 
vn tom proud Be 


Lor po, 
July 8, 1754. | 


_ - CRI8P GASCOYNE. 


. 
2 OY * 8 A. MC _ 2 . 
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* Juſtice-Hall in the Old. Bail rx. 
Mr. Peputy Molineux, Mr. William Woolley, 
Deputy Pyecroft, Benjamin Scott, Eg: 
— Philip Grafton, | Mr. Joſeph Weſton, 
— Samuel Read, W. Charles Lowth. 
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